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Children’s Sermon

Object: Party Hat

Message: Ready for the party? Someone’s coming, and there’s going to be a big party! Know who? When’s He coming? Soon! Come, Lord Jesus!

Come, Lord Jesus

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Revelation 22:12-17, NKJV) “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work. “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.” Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city. But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie. “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star.” And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely. …He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.” Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. I imagine you’re all familiar with the story of Aladdin

1. Found a magic lamp with a genie

2. Had three wishes: anything he wanted

B. If you had one wish, what would it be?

1. For me, it’d be for Jesus to come back right now

a. That would solve all my problems

b. I’d have all I need, no more pain, no more hardship

c. Just joy in Jesus’ presence forever

II. I’m coming soon to pay each as to his work.

A. Jesus promises that our suffering will be over soon

1. He’s coming back to take us out of a world of pain, sorrow and danger

a. No longer will we worry about what happens to our children & grandchildren as they go to school

b. No longer will we worry about deer jumping in front of our cars

c. No longer will we worry about not having enough time

2. He’s taking us to a new world of joy

a. Beautiful place where the streets are paved with gold

b. Even better, a place where those who’ve gone before us will be with us forever

c. Even better, a place where we live no longer by faith, but by sight

B. What’s this about “give to every one according to his work”?

1. That’s the way it works

2. If you want to be saved, all you need to do is be perfect as God

a. Are you as perfect as God?

b. No? Then you’ll get what sin earns: eternal death & separation from God

3. OR, you can switch with someone

a. All you need is Someone as perfect as God

b. That person must be willing to switch with you: face God’s infinite wrath against sin and let you go to heaven

c. It just happens that there is such a man Who fits that description perfectly

d. His name is Jesus the Christ

III. I am the A & the Z.

A. Interesting point in these titles

1. Alpha & Omega are both ascribed to the Father & Son

a. Same’s true of Beginning & End

b. Signifies that God is eternal, both in time & space

c. This creation & the New Creation

2. First & Last only ascribed to Christ, the Son of God

a. This title specifically refers to His death & resurrection

b. He’s the source of the final resurrection & the finisher/perfector of it

c. Because He rose, He will cause us to rise to this New Creation of which He’s the beginning & end

IV. Those who wash their robes have right to the tree of life & may enter by the gate.

A. What are these robes?

1. Robe of Righteousness

2. By our baptism, we “Put on Christ”

3. When God looks at us, He sees His pure, clean Son

4. Our sins are bleached white by Jesus’ blood

B. What is the Tree of Life?

1. First seen in the garden of Eden

2. Anyone who eats of that tree will live forever

3. God cast Adam & Eve out of the Garden so they wouldn’t eat it and live forever in sin

4. Instead, He gave us eternal life free from sin through another tree: †

5. Because of †, we can eat of the tree of life forever

V. The evil are outside.

A. All those who cling to sin will not enter the gates of salvation

B. If you have a sin that’s more important to you than God

C. Often those sins we commit even though we know they’re wrong

1. sorcerers

a. Specifically refers to those who abuse drugs & alcohol

b. Also refers to those who involved in occult practices

i. Checking horoscopes

ii. Ouija Boards & Tarot cards

2. sexually immoral

a. Anyone who chooses to be involved in sexual activity outside marriage

i. Fornication

ii. Pornography

iii. Homosexuality

iv. Adultery

b. Also refers to unscriptural divorce

3. murderers (Includes those who hold grudges)

4. idolaters: those who worship false gods, whatever they may be

5. whoever loves and practices a lie (Any kind of falsehood)

VI. Come, Lord Jesus!

A. Come to us through Your Word & Sacrament

1. Come create in us clean hearts that don’t chase sin any more

2. Come forgive our sins through Word & Sacrament that we may be released from those sins

3. Come make us new that we may lead a Godly life, pleasing to You

B. Come to us to take us home

1. Remove us from this world of suffering and temptation

2. Take us to be with You in the New Creation

3. But whether You come today, tomorrow, or next year, remind us always

a. of Your absolute love and forgiveness

b. of Salvation given freely to all who believe

c. of the resurrection that awaits all Your people in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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