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Communion Statement

Here at St. Paul’s, we believe that in the Lord’s Supper, Jesus’ body & blood are truly present with the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins, and that Holy Communion is a confession of the unity of faith. All those who are instructed in and in agreement with the teachings of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod as taken from the Bible alone and who believe that Jesus’ true body & blood are given to us with the bread & wine for the forgiveness of their sin are welcome to join us at the Lord’s table.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Ticket for circus that was canceled?

Message: Disappointed? God doesn’t disappoint. He keeps His promises. He kept the promise to die on the cross & will keep His promise to take us to heaven

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Revelation 7:9-17, NKJV) After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” All the angels stood around the throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell on their faces before the throne and worshipped God, saying: “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, Thanksgiving and honor and power and might, Be to our God forever and ever. Amen.” Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “Who are these arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?” And I said to him, “Sir, you know.” So he said to me, “These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. “Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them. “They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; “for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Revelation was written while John was prisoner on an island (Patmos)

B. The church was suffering persecution, and it’d get worse before it got better

C. God gave John the vision (Revelation) to provide comfort to John, the church, and all churches for all time who undergo persecution

1. That includes us, too

2. While our persecution isn’t like it was in John’s day, our blessing will be just as great

II. People from all over & before the Lamb clothed in white robes & holding palm branches.

A. From all nations

1. We’re all sinners

a. We’ve all broken God’s Law

b. We’ve all earned eternal death & hell

c. So much for living a good life to get into heaven!

2. At the same time, the gospel is for all of us

a. What’s the gospel? “Good news” Listen closely

b. Since by our sin, we’ve thrown out our salvation

c. Jesus came and earned it back for us by dying on the cross

B. Clothed in white

1. Pure

2. Clean

3. Not dirtied by any sin (Because Jesus washed it away)

C. Holding palm branches

1. Sign of victory

2. Victory won for us on the cross

III. “Salvation in our God & the Lamb.”

A. Not “To” as some translations have it

B. Salvation & Jesus go hand-in-nailed-scarred-hand

1. Grace (Undeserved love) is the definition of God

2. As you read the Bible, each time you see “grace,” insert “Jesus”

3. There is salvation in no other

a. Some believe that “all religions are basically the same”

b. Doesn’t matter which you believe, as long as you believe

c. Salvation is only in the Lamb, Jesus Christ, because it’s a gift from Him

IV. Angels join in: Amen, blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might, be to our God forever and ever. Amen.

A. Angels are praising God for saving us, too

B. Why? What’s their benefit? None.

C. They’re thankful for the salvation He bought for us

D. They love us

E. They’re still amazed at how He accomplished our salvation. Not surprised, just amazed.

V. These are those who’ve come from the great tribulation.

A. What is the great tribulation?

1. Some say it’s a period of 7 years at which time great suffering will occur, but Christians will be free from it

a. Two problems with that

i. Great tribulation & 7 years are never connected in the Bible

ii. The Bible assures us that we’ll be part of that tribulation. We’re not removed until the coming of Christ on the last day.

VI. Washed their robes & made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

A. We are purified by Jesus’ blood

B. Note: not washed in their own blood

1. They didn’t earn their salvation by their suffering

2. Jesus earned it for them

C. Also, washed white, not red

1. Red is the color of murder

2. They’re white: cleansed of sin by the blood of Jesus

a. When Jesus died on the cross

b. Through baptism, we’re washed clean & white, forgiven of our sin

c. Each time we receive the Lord’s Supper, we literally are washed clean by Jesus’ blood, drank with the wine

VII. He spreads His tent over them.

A. Tabernacle/tent

1. Reference to the “tabernacle” during the Exodus
2. Presence of God

3. He is literally with us now in Word & Sacrament (Greater than omnipresence)

4. He will be with us in an even greater sense when He again reveals Himself

B. Tabernacle for all people

1. Sadly, there are those who are still alone

2. They are your friends & relatives

3. In keeping with our friendship theme, find the “friend” insert

a. Write down the name. Don’t just think it. Actually write it.

b. Pray for them

i. Pray for opportunities to share Jesus with that person

ii. Pray that God would open their heart to the message

iii. So they, too, can be in God’s big tent

VIII. No more suffering, because the Lamb will be their shepherd.

A. He provides all we need now

1. Gives us food, clothing, shelter, and each other

2. Gives us eternal life to look forward to

B. He’ll provide even better in the new creation

1. We’ll have no more sorrow, because He already endured it for us

2. No more hunger or thirst, because He will provide for us before we know we want it

3. He’ll wipe away every tear from our eyes, especially the tears of remorse over our sin, because it’ll be gone forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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