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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: I want to build a box big enough to put God in it. What should we make it out of? Where will we get that much materials? We can’t fit God in a box. Do you know anyone or anything else that big?

Message: God is different from everything because He is the Maker of everything. He’s also different because He is the only one who could save us from sin. †

Bigger than Sin

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Romans 11:33-36) Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! "Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?" "Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?" For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory for ever! Amen.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. The Bible is full of answers

1. It gives us knowledge of the past and the future

2. It informs us how to receive eternal life

3. It even gives us insight into the mind and nature of God Himself

B. But the more answers we find, the more questions arise

1. Even our knowledge of the Trinity is incomplete

2. How can God be one God but three distinct persons?

3. How can Jesus be God and the Son of God at the same time?

4. To our dismay, you will not find answers to those questions anywhere in Scripture

5. And when it comes to questions about God, if it’s not in Scripture, don’t bother looking anywhere else

C. Now, you’ll find plenty of ideas about God from other sources

1. But imagine someone telling you about the environment of a planet nobody has ever seen

a) His description comes completely from his own imagination and possibly personal experience here on earth

b) Would you believe his description? (I’d hope not!)

2. Yet look at the personal ideas about God you’ll hear

a) When anyone says, “I think God…” you can probably learn about the person offering the description

b) But the chances of the description of God being accurate is about the same as winning the lottery 10 years in a row

c) Imagine a toaster fathoming the nature and thoughts of the person who created it

d) Any “I think” god you can devise with your own imagination or experience doesn’t stand a chance of being accurate

e) When it comes to God, the only trustworthy information is a first-hand account

f) And that’s exactly what He has given us in Scripture

II. Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God. How unsearchable His decrees and unsearchable His way.

A. Certain aspects of God will always be beyond our comprehension

1. We are finite beings

2. And even when we are remade at the resurrection

3. While our minds will no longer be inhibited by the cloud of sin,

4. We will still be finite beings

5. And God will still be infinite

B. But you need to understand that understanding God is not the ultimate point

1. Understanding God will not save you

2. You could be the most educated theologian in history

3. But without faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, your knowledge is useless

4. So as you learn about God, concern yourself less with the incomprehensible and more with the personal

III. For who knows the mind of the Lord? Who is His advisor?

A. Do you ever disagree with God?

1. Have you ever been angry with God because of something?

2. Have you ever disagreed with something He says in His Word—especially when it goes against your plans?

3. Or have you ever thought, “I know what the Bible says, but this is the real world?”

B. God made the “real world” and everything in it

1. He created and controls every atom in the universe

2. He is our Intelligent Designer

3. And being omniscient (all-knowing), He knows not only what our situation is,

4. But what we need

5. Which He has summarized in His Word, the Bible

C. So who is His advisor?

1. In other words, who thinks they could give God advice?

2. Do you have any insight that God might not have thought of?

3. In your few years of life, whether that be 9 or 90, how do your years of experience match up with the eternal God of the universe?

D. This applies to prayer as well

1. When you have a need, the purest, most faithful prayer, is simply, “Thy will be done.”

2. Because God’s good and gracious will is certainly done without our prayer

a) We don’t need to tell God what to do

b) He will care for us regardless of whether we ask for it

c) His good and gracious will is certainly done without our prayer

d) He will give us what we need even when we don’t know what we need—or think we need something else

IV. Who gave to Him? And will be repaid to Him?

A. St. Paul’s next question: Does God owe anyone anything?

B. He gave us all we are and all we have as a free gift

1. And He gives to us freely whether we acknowledge His gift or not

2. He appreciates our thanks, but His gives do not depend on our prayers

3. He gives us all those “First Article” gifts—life, food, clothing, shelter, reputation—those things that pertain to our bodies

4. And He gave them with no strings attached

C. We owe everything to God, and He keeps piling on more

D. Yet, God considers Himself indebted to us

1. And this can only totally make sense to God

2. He owes us because He saved us

3. Since He punished Jesus in our place on the cross

4. He owes us, for Jesus’ sake, forgiveness of sins and eternal life

5. Jesus paid the penalty for our sin

6. So God owes us, not because we’ve earned anything, but because He Himself made the payment, like the ultimate gift certificate

a) Jesus paid for it

b) Then He gave it to us, completely undeserved

V. That out of whom and through whom and into whom everyone [is]. To Him [be] all praise forever, amen.

A. All that you have is from God

1. Your life, your family, your possessions, your time and talents

2. Even your faith is a gift, given to most of you as it will be given today to Alyssa Sternhagen—through the waters of Holy Baptism

3. For Christ’s sake, your sins are forgiven

4. And for this tremendous eternal gift that begins with such humble beginnings,

a) A baby in a manger

b) And a few handfuls of water

5. God deserves nothing but praise and thanks

a) He has forgiven your sins in His Son, Jesus Christ

b) He has given you faith

c) And through that faith, He has given you eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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