


Which side of the bars?

Object: Prison Bars

Prayer: Lord God, Heavenly Father, You have blessed us with a great nation, a nation of prosperity and security, of justice and freedom.  Help us to understand and keep the ideals established by our nation’s founders as you established them.  Protect our nation from threats both external and internal, and show us how to use the freedom you’ve given us that we might live godly lives and spread the saving message of the Gospel.  We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

Text: Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. For he is God's servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God's servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also because of conscience. This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God's servants, who give their full time to governing. (Romans 13:1-6, NIV).

I. Introduction: 4th of July

A. Celebrate our nation (Established by God)

B. Celebrate our freedom

C. Laws necessary for freedom

II. We are citizens of USA

A. Subject to the laws of USA

1. Laws stop us: Consequences

a. Ticket/Fine

b. Imprisonment

2. Laws protect us

a. Deter others from hurting us

i. Strong enforcement discourage recklessness

ii. Strong enforcement discourage malicious acts

b. Protect us by binding those who might hurt us

i. Imprison

ii. Capital punishment

c. Even benefit us

i. Social Security

ii. Tax breaks

iii. Aid for the poor

3. We need to respect our elected officials

a. Placed by God

b. Sinners like us: can’t expect perfection

B. Freedom: A gift of God

1. Elect governing officials

2. Speech/Press/Assembly/Petition

3. Religion

III. We are citizens of God’s kingdom

A. Subject to the Law of God

1. We can’t keep it

2. Jesus did in our place

3. We respond by keeping it to the best of our ability

a. Conscience over fear of punishment

b. Because we want to, not have to

c. Even little things like speeding and parking tickets

B. Freedom

1. Religion

a. before Holy Spirit, only choose evil

b. Instead God chose us

c. before Jesus, praises meaningless

2. Live as we please under God

a. Choose our mate (or stay single)

b. Choose career

c. Choose how to spend free time

d. Choose when & how to pray

e. Choose when & how to study God’s Word

i. Translations

ii. Study help

iii. Multi-media (Books, computers, movies, tapes)

f. Choose when & how to worship

i. Traditional

ii. Contemporary

IV. Conclusion: USA a great nation

A. Because established by God

B. Because populated by many of God’s people

1. He blesses us

2. He enables us


