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Children’s Sermon

Object: What do policemen do? What about firemen? Ambulance workers?

Message: How are they like Jesus?

Are you following the Law, or is the Law following you?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Romans 13:1-10, NIV) Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. For he is God’s servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also because of conscience. This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to governing. Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellow-man has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “Do not commit adultery,” “Do not murder,” “Do not steal,” “Do not covet,” and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. This week, we’ll be reflecting on the events that changed our world a year ago

B. So how fitting that our epistle lesson for this day turn our attention to our government

1. Our government that is run by sinful people for sinful people

2. And our government that, though imperfect, is given to us by God

II. Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities,

A. for there is no authority except that which God has established.

1. This can be very hard to accept, especially in a democracy

a. We think that we placed our president

b. But it’s God who gives that authority

B. The authorities that exist have been established by God.

1. This can be even harder to accept in the case of a dictatorship

a. How can God support a dictatorship?

b. But God does not support one form of government over another

c. And it’s only because dictators, like all other people, are sinners that they tend not to work well

2. But how can Saddam Hussein be Iraq’s chosen leader?

a. Consider which letter we’re studying: Romans

i. Paul wrote this epistle to the Christians in Rome

ii. The ruler of Rome at the time was Nero, who used Christians as torches to light his garden

iii. So how could Nero be God’s chosen instrument?

b. The same question could be asked of Israel’s first king

i. Saul was a horrible king

ii. Most of Israel’s kings were bad

c. The same question could be used of the church

i. Why did God choose imperfect pastors to serve His church?

ii. Why did God chose imperfect people to spread the Gospel?

3. God has implemented offices of leadership to create order in a chaotic world

a. Even a bad leader is better than no leader at all

b. And the simple fact is that all people are sinners, so all leaders are inherently bad!

c. Yet as God’s representatives, we are to respect their offices, their positions as leaders

C. Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted,

1. There is only one case where we may rebel against authority

2. That’s when authority forces you to sin

3. Otherwise, like it or not, you still need to do what you’re told

a. “It’s a stupid law, so I’m not going to follow it” is rebelling against God

b. “I didn’t vote for that guy,” is rebelling against God

c. “Nobody obeys that law, so why should I?” is rebelling against God

d. The smallest misdemeanor against the country is treason against the Kingdom of God

D. and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.

1. It’s a simple fact

2. The Law, as it applies to your citizenship, acts as a curb

3. It keeps you from crossing it so you don’t suffer negative consequences

4. When you are stopped by law enforcement officers, God is acting through them to stop you

III. For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong.

A. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority?

1. When you’re driving & see a police officer, what’s the first thing you do?

2. Are you happy to see him or worried?

3. Obeying traffic laws are as much part of submitting to authority as any other law

B. Then do what is right and he will commend you.

1. Luther, when teaching on this passage, makes an interesting statement

Since Christians do not need the secular sword and the law, why does Paul say to all Christians, in Romans 13:1, “Let all souls be subject to power and authority”? And St. Peter says, “Be subject to every human ordinance,” etc., as quoted above. (1 Peter 2:13) I answer, as I have said, that Christians, among themselves and by and for themselves, need no law or sword, since it is neither necessary nor profitable for them. Since, however, a true Christian lives and labors on earth not for himself, but for his neighbor, therefore the whole spirit of his life impels him to do even that which he need not do, but which is profitable and necessary for his neighbor. Because the sword is a very great benefit and necessary to the whole world, to preserve peace, to punish sin and to prevent evil, he submits most willingly to the rule of the sword, pays tax, honors those in authority, serves, helps, and does all he can to further the government, that it may be sustained and held in honor and fear. Although he needs none of these things for himself and it is not necessary for him to do them, yet he considers what is for the good and profit of others,

2. Ultimately, God is our ruler, not the government

3. And we don’t need to worry about the civil law as long as we keep God’s Law

4. But how many of us do that? (None)

5. For that matter, the 4th commandment tells us to honor those in authority over us

6. And we keep all those laws not out of fear of punishment, but love for our neighbor

a. Because the laws we have were made to protect us

b. And by following them, we are helping our neighbor, thus sharing Christ’s love

C. For he is God’s servant to do you good.

1. Think about that next time you see a police officer or fireman or EMT

2. These are men and women who are serving God by serving you

3. When they go to do their job, they’re putting their lives on the line for you, ready to sacrifice their lives to protect yours

4. So when you see those flashing lights, thank God for them

D. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing.

1. If you decide to bomb a building, there will be serious repercussions

a. The government responding to violence with war is not revenge

b. It’s justice

c. And in the midst of all His mercy, we sometimes forget that our God is also God of justice

d. And while the church is all about mercy, the government’s job is not mercy

e. That’s why President Bush didn’t stand up last year and say, “Well, they killed thousands of people, but we forgive them.”

f. He said, “They’re going to pay,” and that response was right in line with God’s will

g. The government has been given the power of the sword, to kill if necessary for the greater good, both through war and capital punishment

E. He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer.

1. So our soldiers over in the Middle East are the wrath of God

2. They, too, are serving our country by wiping out those who wish to endanger us

3. And God, out of love for us, has sent them forth

IV. Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also because of conscience.

A. This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to governing.

1. In a slumped economy, taxes probably aren’t a popular word

2. But taxes, like our church offerings, are expressions of thankfulness for our government’s services to us

3. Be glad you have a government to protect you

4. And give as they ask to support this government

B. Give everyone what you owe him:

1. If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.

a. Think about the people God has put in your lives in positions of authority

b. Have you given them the respect they are due?

i. Not due because of their own personal qualifications

ii. But due because of the office/position they serve in

iii. Remember that they’ve chosen to dedicate their lives to serving you, for looking out for you and caring for you by seeking what’s best for you

iv. When’s the last time you thanked them?

2. Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another,

a. (Paul is not saying, “Don’t take out a loan”)

i. Kay Levin said, “Make a habit of getting even with people -- not those you think wronged you, but those you know who helped you.”

ii. Remember what you owe Jesus for the love that He showed to you on the cross

iii. You can never pay Jesus back, but you can work on that debt by serving others

b. for he who loves his fellow-man has fulfilled the law.

i. Of course, none of us has done that completely

ii. Only Jesus, who fulfilled the law on your behalf by the ultimate act of love

iii. He faced the full wrath of God out of love for you

c. The commandments, “Do not commit adultery,” “Do not murder,” “Do not steal,” “Do not covet,” and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”

i. We call it the second table of the Law

ii. Serving your neighbor is serving God

iii. But how often do you put your neighbor’s needs, both in this life & his eternal needs, ahead of your own?

d. Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

i. Love: Sacrifice

1. That’s the summary of God’s Law

2. Give up whatever’s necessary to help as much as you can

ii. That’s exactly what Jesus did for you

1. Because you are unloving

2. He died to set you free

3. He took your place, loved you when you were unloving

4. To give you His life & love forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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