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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What does God owe you? Have you given God anything that He needs to pay you back?

Message: God has given us everything just because He loves us, not because He owes us. We owe Him everything, yet HE gave us His Son, Jesus, to pay what we owe on the cross, and because of Him, we get to live forever.

Faith Alone

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered in this matter? If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about--but not before God. What does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an obligation. However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness. It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. For if those who live by law are heirs, faith has no value and the promise is worthless, because law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no transgression. Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring--not only to those who are of the law but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. As it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.” He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed--the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they were. (Romans 4:1-5, 13-17, NIV)

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. It’s said that, no matter how good you are at something, there’s always someone else who’s better

B. So don’t break your arm trying to pat yourself on the back when you accomplish something

C. But there is no truer statement when it comes to living a good life

1. Because when it comes to sin, we have a tendency to try to outdo each other, whether intentionally or not

2. And if you think you’ve done better than anyone else, consider whether you’d like your most secret thoughts broadcast on the radio or in the paper

3. As far as God is concerned, if you think it in your heart, it’s as good as done, even if you don’t act on it

D. And when it comes to doing it better, nobody has done as well as Jesus

1. He faced the ultimate temptation and was constantly under attack by the world and the devil his whole life

2. And during that entire 33 years, He never once had so much as a sinful thought

3. But instead of taunting you, saying, “C’mon, I did it—surely you can!”

4. Jesus gives that righteousness over to us

II. So what will we say that Abraham, our forefather, has found according to flesh?

A. Abraham is a hero of the faith

B. He is held up as one of the greatest examples of faith

1. He trusted God to drop everything and move to a new land

2. He trusted God to provide a son to him and his wife when they were well past childbearing years

3. He even trusted God to save that son when God told him to make that son a human sacrifice

C. But at the same time, Abraham’s faith was far from perfect

1. He tried to force God’s hand in the promise of a son by having a son through his wife’s servant

2. And he lied about his wife, claiming she was merely his sister

D. On his own, Abraham was no better off than any of us

1. He was a sinner

2. So Abraham deserved, for his lack of faith, nothing but death and hell

III. For if Abraham was made righteous by means of works, he has glory, but not toward God.

A. You see, if Abraham, or you, lived a perfect life, you still couldn’t boast about it

1. Keeping God’s Law 100% is only doing the minimum He expects

2. With God, it’s pass or fail, and one wrong your whole life earns you a failing grade

3. And with God, there’s no extra credit

B. But keeping God’s Law 100% is impossible

1. Because you are a sinner from the moment of conception

2. So that pretty much takes care of any claim to perfection, no matter who you are, as long as you have a human father to inherit sin from

IV. For what does Scripture say?  But Abraham believed in God and it was credited to him as righteousness.

A. What made Abraham righteous (perfect) and acceptable to God?

B. Not his good life

C. It was his faith

1. Faith is trust in God’s Savior, Jesus Christ

2. And faith, St. Paul tells us in Ephesians 2, is a gift of God, not works, so nobody, not even Abraham, can boast about it

3. God credited Abraham because of a gift Abraham had been given by God!

4. It’s like owing a bank money, and the same bank gives you the money to pay it off

V. But in works the reward [is] not credited according to grace but according to a debt,

A. Why should God save us according to our works, anyway?

1. If we do good, does that mean that God owes us something?

2. Does God need our works?

3. No, God needs nothing from us, so if we do good, He owes us nothing

4. But to suggest that He would save us by our works is to suggest that He is somehow indebted to us and owes us if we do good

B. And yet, God does owe us

1. Not because of anything we’ve done

2. But because Jesus paid for our sin on the cross

3. And God promised to save us for Jesus’ sake, to honor Jesus’ sacrifice in our place

4. And He will keep His promise to reward us for Jesus’ perfect life and substitution on the cross

VI. but to the one not working but believing on the Him Who makes righteous the ungodly, his faith is credited for righteousness.

A. Since faith alone saves, not works, no amount of good works can save you

B. And by the same token, no matter how weak your faith, God still credits the righteousness of Christ to you

VII. For not through the law [was] the promise to Abraham or to his seed, the one to be the heir of the world, but through righteousness of faith.

A. The greatest promise God gave to Abraham was that his descendent would bless all generations

B. And God promised that blessing not because Abraham (or anyone else) earned it, but purely out of His grace (undeserved love)

C. And He gives us that gift of forgiveness and eternal life through faith, not trying to live up to God’s expectations

1. Because the Law always accuses—it’s the mirror that shows us our sin

2. But since Christ paid for that sin, the Law is, to us, a guide that shows us how to thank God for Jesus

3. Of course, we do a lousy job of thanking Him with all our sin and rebellion

4. But that just takes us back to the cross and our forgiveness in Christ

VIII. For if heirs by means of the law, [then] empty is the faith and destroyed is the promise.

A. If your faith is in the Law, then your faith is really in yourself
B. You become your own God and trust in yourself for salvation instead of faith in Christ

IX. For the law performs judgment, and no one has never broken the law.

A. The simple reality is that nobody can be saved by living a good life

B. Because you can never measure up to God’s perfect expectations

C. As Paul says here, no one has never broken the law, or in other words, “Everyone has broken the Law.”

X. Through this for the purpose of faith, that according to grace to be a sure promise to all the seed, definitely not to those under the law only, but also for those of the faith of Abraham, who is father to us all,

A. You’re not saved through your ancestry

1. Jews aren’t saved just because they’re of the lineage of Abraham

2. Just as you are not saved just because of your parents’ church membership (or your own, for that matter)

B. Rather, you are saved as one who has inherited Abraham’s faith

1. Because God gave you faith in Christ, you will receive the same inheritance Abraham received: eternal life

2. And you will receive it for the same reason: by grace alone, through faith alone

XI. even as it has been written that: I will make you a father to many nations, before whomever believes in God who is giving life to the dead and those who [are] not being as being.

A. This God of grace is the same God Who raises the dead

B. And just as His Word is able to call into existence the universe out of nothing,

C. And just as His Word is able to create life,

D. So is His Word able to raise us from death to life

E. The Word-made-flesh, Jesus Christ, bought eternal life for us on the cross

F. And He assured us of the completed payment through His resurrection on Easter Sunday

G. And through the Word, the Holy Spirit gives life-giving faith

H. And He will preserve you in that faith until faith is replaced by sight—seeing your Savior face to face at the resurrection in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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