Dale Critchley
6/10/06

Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Who’s the king of the universe? (God)

Message: When the king dies, the son of the king gets the kingdom. Jesus died for you (& rose again), so He has given you the kingdom: you get to live forever as a king.

Heirs of the Kingdom

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Romans 8:14-17) because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Adoption has been going on for a long time, and many famous people were adopted

B. Here’s just a handful of examples

1. Political & Military Leaders

a) Alexander the Great

b) Nelson Mandela (leader and politician)

c) Crazy Horse (Lakota war chief)

d) President Bill Clinton

e) President Gerald Ford

f) Nancy Reagan (First Lady)

g) Eleanor Roosevelt (First Lady)

2. Actors

a) Marilyn Monroe (actress)

b) Ingrid Bergman (actress)

c) Ted Danson (actor)

d) Art Linkletter (TV personality)

3. Musicians

a) Nat King Cole (singer)

b) John Lennon (musician)

4. Writers

a) Charles Dickens (writer)

b) Leo Tolstoy (writer)

c) Mark Twain (writer)

5. Athletes

a) Daunte Culpepper (football player)

b) Scott Hamilton (figure skater)

c) Greg Louganis (diver)

d) Jim Palmer (hall of fame baseball player)

6. And people from all walks of life

a) Aristotle (philosopher)

b) Steve Jobs (co-founder of Apple Computer and owner of Pixar)

c) Dave Thomas (founder of Wendy’s restaurants)

d) George Washington Carver (inventor)

e) Moses

f) Every one of you

C. With a few exceptions, most of you are thinking, “But I’m not adopted,”

D. And yet St. Paul makes it clear that you are

1. You have been adopted by God Himself

2. Jesus is the Son of God by nature

3. But you are God’s sons by grace [undeserved love]

II. For all who are being led by the Spirit of God: these are the sons of God.

A. To understand what St. Paul means by this, we need a few questions answered first:

B. What does it mean to be a son of God?

1. It means God is your Father

a) That He loves you

(1) That He disciplines you when necessary

(2) That He listens to you

b) He is not an “out there” untouchable God

(1) Many people think of God as being so beyond us that we can’t know Him

(2) And that would be true

(3) But God chose to reveal Himself to us

(a) He revealed Himself to us in His Word

(b) Then that Word became flesh and dwelt among us

(c) And God revealed Himself to us through Jesus Christ

(4) So we know many things about our Father

(a) He is loving and forgiving

(b) And He is a rescuing God

2. It means Jesus is your brother

a) That means God loves you as much as He loves Jesus

(1) Because the eternal Son of God, one of the three persons of the Trinity, lowered Himself to become man

(a) The creator became His own creation

(b) He did so in order to take our place, to be our substitute

(c) To do for us what we couldn’t do for ourselves

(d) So that we could be made worthy of God

b) So even if you’re a woman, you’re still a son of God

(1) When God looks at you, He looks at you with pride

(2) Not because you’ve earned the title

(a) Far from it

(b) Jesus told the “prodigal son” parable about you

(i) The way you’ve so often turned your back on your Father

(ii) The way you’ve been disobedient and taken His love for granted

(3) God is proud of you because in you, He sees His Son

(a) Since Jesus fulfilled God’s Law on your behalf

(b) And on the cross traded places with you

(c) His righteousness, His perfection, has been credited to you

(d) So when God looks at you, He sees the perfect obedience of His Son

(e) And based on Jesus’ works on your behalf, He says as a proud Father, “That’s My boy!”

(f) Or in His Words He spoke about Jesus, He says of you, “You are my son, whom I love, in whom I am very pleased.”

C. How do you get to be a son of God?

1. By being led by the Spirit of God

2. That is, by faith (Belief and trust in Jesus as Savior and Lord)

a) God gave most of you the gift of faith at your Baptism

(1) By a miracle, He used water and words to wash away your sin, give you saving faith, and make you His child

(2) And by that same washing and faith, He gives you the gift of eternal life

b) And He preserves you in that same faith by His Word and Sacraments

(1) Because while Holy Baptism gets the ball of faith rolling,

(2) God’s Word keeps it going

(a) Through personal study and devotional reading,

(b) Hearing His Word in the Divine Service as you are now

(c) Listening to recordings of His Word and preaching and teaching about His Word

(d) Attending Bible Classes and Confirmation Classes

(e) And talking to each other about it

(3) And God gives us another Sacrament to strengthen and preserve us in the true faith: The Lord’s Supper

III. For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”

A. While the first commandment commands us to fear, love, and trust in God above all things,

B. We fear God with a sense of awe and reverence

C. We don’t need to be afraid of God, because He is our loving Father

D. And because of Jesus’ sacrifice for us, He lets us call Him “Father”

E. And He loves us more than any earthly father, adopted or birth, can ever hope to

IV. The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God.

A. By God’s Word and Sacraments, He has made you His child

B. He has given you His Holy Spirit, the third Person of the Trinity, to live in and with you

1. So not only is He not an “out there” God,

2. He is an “in here” God

3. And He will remain in you through that same Baptism and as you continue in God’s Word and Sacraments

C. And the Spirit says that you are a son of God

D. And since the Spirit is God, He’s always right

1. This is great news

2. So when the devil shows you your sin and tries to weigh you down with guilt,

3. You can send the devil away along with your guilt

4. “Go away, Satan! No matter what you say or what I’ve done, God’s Spirit says I’m a child of God, and He overrules you!”

V. and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with [Him] so that we may also be glorified by [Him].

A. Being a child of God has its perks, but it also has its disadvantages

1. You’ll be persecuted for your faith

2. You’ll suffer if people know you’re a Christian

B. But it has its perks as well

1. You are an heir of the Kingdom of God

2. And as a son of the king, you receive the kingdom when the king dies

3. And since the King already died—and rose—the Kingdom is yours in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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