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New Years Eve 2004

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Romans 8:18-25) I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has? But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. This year was a very difficult year for many of us

1. Some very dear friends and loved ones went to heaven

2. We continue to be reminded that our soldiers are fighting in the Middle East

3. We’ve dealt with illness and injuries, not all of which can be treated

4. We continue to fall into sin, over and over

B. But today is, besides New Year’s Eve, the festival of the naming of Jesus

1. And our joy and hope for the coming year comes not in the changing of the calendar

2. But rather, we have assurance because our Lord is Jesus, which means, “Yahweh saves.”

3. In His name, we find our hope, our joy, our peace, and our very identity

II. For I reckon the sufferings of the now time not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.

A. Your suffering, whether it be your body, a broken heart, or any combination of afflictions that scourge God’s people, need not cause you to despair

B. Because God has named you as His own

1. In Baptism, you were given God’s name

2. And by being Baptized into Jesus’ death, you inherit His life

III. For the anxious expectation of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.

A. There’s no shame in suffering or being sad

1. It’s a reality of living in a sinful world

2. Jesus assured us that we would have troubles in this world

B. But like children the day before Christmas, we anxiously await a tremendous gift

1. But unlike most Christmas gifts, we know what that gift is before it’s revealed

2. We don’t have to “shake the box” to find out what God has in store for us

3. He made His intentions absolutely clear at the resurrection of Jesus Christ

4. His gift to you is nothing less than eternal life, free of pain, suffering, toil, or temptation

IV. For to futility the creation was subjected—not willingly—but through the [one] who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God.

A. Although we alone are to blame for our suffering, we’re not alone in our suffering

1. When we sinned, the entire universe was corrupted, like a moldy slice of bread—you can’t just cut off the bad spots

2. Consequently, we find it difficult to imagine a world free from the corruption of sin that so permeates our world

B. But that world we can’t imagine is an absolute reality

1.  Jesus came into our world to make sure we will enter His
2. Just because you have a difficult time imagining something doesn’t make it any less real

3. Faith is the evidence of things unseen

4. And so we see the promised land by faith until we are able to see it by sight

V. For we know that all creation groans and labors together until now.

A. By being Baptized into Christ’s death, we have been born again

1. We have received the gift of eternal life, the promise that we will live forever

2. And like a pregnant mother, we don’t know when we’ll see the fulfillment, but we know that day will eventually come.

B. But we are not alone in that anticipation—all creation awaits that day

1. But creation’s baptism will be by fire

2. It will be consumed and replaced with an incorruptible creation, free from trouble, pain, or death

VI. Not only, but also ourselves, we having the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.

A. We have the firstfruits of the Holy Spirit, faith

1. And that faith is a tremendous gift

2. Faith gives the assurance of eternal life

3. In fact, faith gives eternal life

4. But it also gives us a means to persevere through this world

5. Because we know that, no matter what, God will bless us in ways beyond our comprehension

B. Meanwhile, we wait for the fulfillment, groaning with confusion and distress

1. When we see things around us that just don’t make sense

2. When we struggle with the trouble that assaults our bodies and minds

3. Because like distance runners, we may get sore and suffer from various kinds of pain

4. But we know the finish line is up ahead somewhere

5. And we know our Lord is with us, carrying us along, until we reach that goal

6. And you can be sure that you will win and receive the crown of life

C. The prize for completing the race is nothing less than the adoption as sons

1. In St. Paul’s day, the sons received the inheritance

2. And so by being adopted as sons, we receive the inheritance of the Son of God

3. And since He has already died for us, the inheritance is waiting for us

4. And the inheritance is nothing less than sinless painless eternity: no more labor pains!

VII. For in the hope we've been saved, but hope seen isn't hope, for who hopes for what he sees?

A. We use “hope” in a very different way in normal speaking

1. You might say, “I hope the war is over soon,”

2. or, “I hope my car lasts another year,”

3. But those uses express uncertainty

B. St. Paul uses the word in a very different way

1. For Him, hope is anxious anticipation for a future event

2. We know absolutely that it will happen

a) If a child is told by his parents, “We’re going to Adventureland in 5 minutes,”

b) He can fully expect to go

c) And even if he’s never seen it or been there, he can and should still believe it’s there waiting for him

VIII. But if we hope for what we don't see, we wait for it with perseverance.

A. Waiting on God is horribly difficult

B. And yet, He gives us His assurance of His love

1. So like a child who asks the question, “Why?” and gets the answer, “I’ll tell you when you’re older,”

2. We need to trust God, our heavenly Father, that even when we don’t understand, that we can be sure He does

C. This is, after all, the God who loved us enough to send His Son to die for us, in spite of our impatience

1. He named His Son, “Jesus,” “Yahweh saves”

2. And He did save us by taking our sin to the cross

3. And He will continue to save us not as we want, but as we need

4. Because He has called you by name. You are His in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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