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Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Romans 8:18-25) I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has? But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Nearly 80 years ago, Marj was born of water and the Spirit through Holy Baptism

1. God called her by name and made her His own for eternity

2. In her Baptism, she was buried with Christ with the promise that she will one day be raised with Him

B. Years later, she met Dale Wendt in Walther League, married him, and raised godly children

1. They made sure that you, her children, were also Baptized into the name of Christ

2. So that you would share in that resurrection

C. And today, she is with Her Lord in paradise, waiting for that resurrection

II. For I reckon the sufferings of the now time not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.

A. Unquestionably, Marj had her share of suffering in this life

B. But St. Paul, who endured his share of suffering as well, put suffering in perspective

C. He said that, no matter what you endure in this life, it’s not even worth comparing to the glory that awaits us

D. Whatever suffering Marj endured, she is now in that glory

III. For the anxious expectation of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.

A. You see, all creation is waiting for that day.

B. Ever since sin came into the world through Adam & Eve, the world has had to suffer from pain and death

C. You & I and Marj are no exception to that

D. We’re all sinners

E. And we all experience the effects of sin

F. Except Marj isn’t experiencing that any more

1. Her sin has been removed from her completely

2. And pain and suffering are a distant memory for her

IV. For to futility the creation was subjected—not willingly—but through the [one] who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God.

A. So many things in this world don’t make sense

1. But we make the mistake of trying to make sense of them and getting frustrated when we can’t make sense of them

2. Because we somehow believe we can squeeze the wisdom of God into our little minds

3. And when it won’t fit in there, the first temptation is to blame God

4. The second is to blame ourselves

5. But blame doesn’t heal—forgiveness does

B. Does death make sense?

1. No—God doesn’t like it either

2. That’s why He sent Jesus to defeat death

3. And by His death on the cross and His resurrection on the 3rd day, He conquered death

4. So instead of asking why and not being satisfied with the simple answer, “Because we live in a corrupt, sinful world,”

5. Find the answer in the resurrection promised for all of us through Jesus Christ

V. For we know that all creation groans and labors together until now.

A. We suffer all kinds of trials, but as Marj noted in one of her personal notes, “Be still and know that I am God.”

B. We are in God’s hand

1. He will carry our burdens for us

2. So as Marj quoted in another note, “Jesus lead Thou on, ’til our rest is won”

3. She knew that the only way she could deal with the struggles of life was to trust Jesus to struggle on her behalf

4. And that’s the truth: “Take it to the Lord in prayer.”

VI. Not only, but also ourselves, we having the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.

A. Even while we struggle, we have the absolute assurance of eternal life

B. One of the things that Marj is remembered for is her good memory

C. But God has promised to forget our sin

1. Since Jesus died to take them away

2. He says, “I will remember your sin no more.”

D. Consequently, we can be sure of our redemption

1. That He has paid for our sin

2. And He has earned for us eternal life

VII. For in the hope we've been saved, but hope seen isn't hope, for who hopes for what he sees?

A. We live today by hope

B. Not uncertainty, but eager expectation

C. Marj’s hope has now become sight

1. She need no longer wait and hope as we do

2. Rather, her hope has been fulfilled

3. And she is with her Lord and Savior in paradise

VIII. But if we hope for what we don't see, we wait for it with perseverance.

A. The day is coming when we will all live by sight, no longer needing faith, as Marj does now

B. So as we wait, we live on, knowing that we have already been buried with Christ

C. That the same salvation awaits us

D. That we, too, will be raised with Him

E. And we, like Marj, will live forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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