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That Close

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Romans 8:26-28, NIV) In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will. And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Been together since you were kids

B. Throughout your lives, you’ve continued to grow closer (especially lately)

C. Today, you come closer than ever before

1. As close as 2 humans are capable of being

2. Join together and become one

3. Pleasing to God

a. Wants us to know love

i. By coming together, you experience deep, intimate love

ii. Just an appetizer of the richness and depth of God's love

b. Wants us to know His love

i. Saw our sin & separation from us

ii. Knows that we can never save ourselves: not perfect

iii. Sent Jesus to live a perfect life in our place, then die in our place

iv. Because He died for us, we can live forever

v. God’s definition of love: substitution

II. Spirit gives us a hand

A. We don’t always know God’s will

B. Holy Spirit shows us God’s will

C. Even speaks to God on our behalf: substitution again

III. God knows the Spirit

A. We don’t know that closeness

1. Sin separates us

2. We see through our own eyes, not someone else’s

B. Closer than you 2 will become

1. Finish each others’ sentences

2. Knowing where to find each other

3. Know by smell

C. Because they are One God

1. Spirit shares the sacrificial love of Christ with you

2. Allows you to share it with each other

IV. God brings it all together

A. Because God is more intimate with us than you will be

B. He knows your needs

C. He will be as actively involved in your marriage as each of you

D. He will work to keep your marriage together

1. Won’t put obstacles into your marriage

2. Won’t even allow anything that you can’t handle together

3. He’ll be there to help you over any rough spots

4. He’ll enjoy the good times with you

5. He’ll work in all things for your good. Amen

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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