New Life

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Romans 8:8-11, NIV) Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. When John Menadoe was born, born dead

A. We are all conceived in sin

B. Sinful flesh has separated us from God

C. We ge t angry with God or just plain ignore Him

D. We go our own way instead of God's

II. God, our Creator, saw our problem

A. He saw that we were dead in our sin

1. A dead man can't raise himself

2. One dead in sin can do nothing to save himself

B. He saw we were trapped, prisoners to sin.

1. John wanted to help people but couldn't

2. We try to free ourselves (works, sincerity) but can't 

III. God provided a solution

A. He took on flesh

1. Same flesh that bound us -- but not sinful

2. bound up His power & glory -- self-impriisoned in Hi body

B. Fulfilled God's Law

1. Accomplished what we couldn't

2. Did everything perfectily

3. Earned God's favor & right to avoid death

C. Took our punishment

1. For all He did, He was killed

2. Died a criminal's death that we deserved

3. Freely gave His life in our place

D. John, you, and I receive the life that He earned

1. Didn't stay dead -- rose from death

2. Signified that His sacrifice was an acceptable substitution

3. Went (body included) to heaven to prepare a place for John, each of you, and me

4. That same God who raised Him will raise John, you, & me

5. He will give us eternal life in perfect bodies

IV. We can be sure of God's grace

A. Jesus died in John's place so he can live forever

B. Jesus still bears the scars as a constant reminder that He has 

1. bought us

2. owns us -- takes care of us -- this life & the next

3. will never let anything take us from Him, not even death

C. Someday, we'll see Jesus & John with our own eyes

D. We'll be able to thank Jesus to His face for keeping us in His love

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

