Dawn has broken, but it’ll be fixed

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature. (Romans 13:11-14, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Rude awakening

A. World was created perfect

1. Man & God in harmony

2. Man & animals in harmony

3. Man & man in harmony

B. Broken world: Things aren’t as they should be

1. Nature distorted

a. Storms & “Natural” disasters

b. Wild Animals

c. Pain & death

2. People sinful

a. Rebel against God: “I don’t need you. I don’t care what you’ve done for me or what you’ve promised me.”

b. Do stupid things

c. Rebel against each other

II. Time to rub the sleep out of our eyes

A. Stop seeing the world as it sees itself

1. Doctrine of Man in Pieper: 90% about sin

2. Meaning of life is not found in self: neither wisdom nor gratification

B. See the world as God does: in need of fixing

1. Restore broken relationships

2. Restore others to God through sharing the Message

III. Put aside the sins of yesterday & start over

A. All our sins  have been removed from us

B. We are a new creation, constantly given a fresh start, even moment to moment

1. God doesn’t care what we did yesterday

2. He only cares what Jesus did 2000 years ago

C. Constantly put on the fresh garment of Jesus: He has us covered (w/ His own blood sacrifice)

IV. Open your eyes to a new day

A. Harmony will be restored

1. Already begun when a baby was born in a little village about the size of Amherst

2. Completed 33 years later when that same child died on a tree & rose from the dead

3. Completed in full when He returns to begin a new day of love, restoration, & peace beyond our imagination

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Ever had a really bad day?

Earlier this week: couldn’t hear, got it fixed by doctor

We have a hard time hearing God’s message to us: sin

He opens us to Him: forgives us & gives us a new start

When Jesus comes back, we’ll hear better than ever, & we’ll always know what’s best for us

Prayer: Thank you for telling us what’s best for us & for forgiving us when we don’t do it.

