Where do you stand?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. Therefore no-one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin. But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished-- he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what principle? On that of observing the law? No, but on that of faith. For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the law. (Romans 3:19-28, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: What is righteousness? (Buzzword)

A. Perfection of God

II. We aren’t Righteous

A. Civil? Maybe.

A minister said that once he had a small white Highland terrier which he kept spotlessly clean by frequent washing, brushing, and powdering. One night a winter storm dropped a fresh blanket of snow on the countryside, and the next morning the whole world seemed to glisten under the splendor of the morning sun. As the clergyman stood gazing out his window, he saw a drab-looking dog walk across the snow. He wondered whose it was -- then suddenly realized it was his own well-groomed terrier! It was as clean as always, but against that dazzling background it appeared dirty.

B. God doesn’t grade on a curve

C. Jesus aced the test (Made us look even worse)

III. God shows his righteousness to us

A. Could be scary (Law)

B. But He gives it through Jesus

1. Took our unrighteousness on Himself

2. Gave His righteousness to us

IV. Many people try to achieve righteousness on their own

A. Luther tried that & failed

B. The church at the time was trying to feed off that thought: Indulgences

V. We leave it to God

A. Luther

1. Luther realized his error and its danger

2. Posted the 95 Theses, which mainly addressed Indulgences

36. Every truly repentant Christian has a right to full remission of penalty and guilt, even without letters of pardon.

37. Every true Christian, whether living or dead, has part in all the blessings of Christ and the Church; and this is granted him by God, even without letters of pardon.

3. Took a stand under God’s grace instead of under the Law

B. We

1. Put under grace

2. Called to stand firm under that grace, not giving in to attempts to please God by ourselves

3. Called to share the message of free righteousness with everyone

VI. Conclusion: Count on Jesus to save us

A. Took a stand for us

B. Died on the cross for us

C. Made us righteous in God’s sight

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: What has God given you?

Message: Everything except sin

Jesus saved us from that sin

Prayer: Thank-you for forgiving our sin

