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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What has God given you?

Message: Everything except sin

Jesus saved us from that sin

The way the Truth gives Life

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Text: (Romans 3:19-28) Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin. But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished-- he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what principle? On that of observing the law? No, but on that of faith. For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the law.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. The most successful lie that Satan, the father of lies, has ever told

1. Is that you can get to heaven by your own works

2. This teaching has spawned literally every false religion in the world

a) The popular belief in karma—that by doing good, good things will happen to you—is rooted in this lie

b) Every organized religion from Islam to Mormonism teaches the same

c) Philosophical religions like Buddhism teach that contentment is dependent on getting yourself into the right state of mind

d) Even Atheism teaches that, whatever your goal might be, you need to achieve it yourself

e) In fact, every religion in the history of the world has taught that you have to do something to achieve the ultimate goal, whether that goal be heaven, being remembered favorably, or nirvana

3. But Christianity is the one exception that makes the rule

B. Because Christianity is based on the Word of God Himself

1. And for many years, and still today, many Christians have believed that they had to do something to be saved

2. But being saved is passive, not active

3. Salvation and eternal life depend not on anything you do, but rather on the works of Jesus Christ on your behalf

4. This Reformation Sunday, we celebrate not Martin Luther, but the God Who revealed the truth to men like Martin Luther

5. The truth of eternal life by grace alone, through faith alone in Christ alone based on the Scriptures alone

II. But I see that which [is] as great as the law speaks, to those in the law it speaks that every mouth be silenced and [the] guilty in all the world become to God.

A. God’s law is fairly simple

1. 10 simple commandments

2. Simply follow them perfectly, and you’ve done enough to merit eternal life

3. But sin is more than just breaking a few rules

4. It is the condition of being in a constant state of rebellion against God

5. And because sin is a hereditary condition, anyone with a sinful father inherits sin at the moment of conception

6. And from that moment, a person’s nature is corrupted and turned against God

7. Consequently, we are born selfish and rebellious, and if you’ve ever watched a child for any period of time, you know what I mean

8. And because we are sinners our whole lives, we never grow out of that sin, and if you’ve ever watched yourself for any period of time, you know what I mean!

B. Therefore, if you think you can be good enough to earn anything from God, you are dead wrong.

1. He gave you 10 simple rules

2. And you haven’t kept any of them perfectly

3. Given that 100% perfection is just barely passing, there’s no “extra credit” to make up for your transgressing of God’s law

4. And you deserve nothing good from God

III. Because out of the works of the Law, no one will be made righteous, all flesh in His presence, for through law is knowledge of sin.

A. Because we are all sinners, God’s Law always condemns us

B. When we look at the Law to find out how to please God, we find that we have already failed and can never please God

C. Even when we look at God’s law to thank Him for salvation in Christ, we still fail to thank Him properly as we should

D. So no matter what angle you take on God’s Law or how you approach it, God’s Law can never make you look good

IV. But now, apart from the law, [the] righteousness of God has been revealed, as witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, and [the] righteousness of God through the faith in Jesus Christ to all believers.

A. God’s righteousness, His perfection, comes from 2 different sources: the Law and the Gospel

1. We’ve already established that we as sinners have no righteousness from the Law

2. So instead, we depend on God’s righteousness to be given to us by the Gospel

B. God’s righteousness is necessary to keep us from spending eternity in hell

1. Because God hates sin

2. And as long as we have sin, God cannot tolerate our presence in His presence

3. Any more than you’d welcome someone with avian bird flu at your dinner table

C. So because He loves us, God has imputed His righteousness to us

1. That is, He credits us for the righteousness of Jesus Christ

2. It does not mean that He gives us His righteousness in order to earn His forgiveness, what’s called “infused righteousness”

3. Because if you have the righteousness of Christ, nothing else is necessary

4. What could you possibly add to the pure righteousness of God Himself?

V. For [there] is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

A. St. Paul spells it out for us in no uncertain terms

B. All have sinned and fall short of God’s glory

C. And falling short of God’s glory is like falling short of a leap over the grand canyon

1. No matter how close you come to the goal,

2. If you fall short, you’re just as dead either way

VI. being made righteous undeservedly through the redemption in Christ Jesus.

A. Jesus didn’t fall short

B. Because He is the Son of God, born of a virgin, He didn’t inherit sin

C. And He remained sinless His whole life

D. He earned the righteousness of God that He already had

E. And on the cross, He took on our unrighteousness

F. He became our sin and gave us His righteousness

VII. Which the [only] God placed before [the] mercy seat through the faith in His blood for the purpose of a demonstration [/proof] of His righteousness, remission of the previously committed sins.

A. In the Old Testament, the Israelites offered sacrifices as they looked forward to the ultimate sacrifice

B. But when that time came, it was God Himself Who made the sacrifice

1. Not bulls or goats

2. But the Lamb of God, His only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ

3. God made the ultimate sacrifice on our behalf

4. And the blood of Christ is enough to take away the sin of the whole world

5. The price for your sin has been paid by God Himself through Christ

VIII. In the toleration of God, toward the proof of His righteousness in this time to be righteous Himself and being righteous by means of faith in Jesus.

A. Since we are sinners, how can God be both just and merciful to us?

B. He wants us in heaven with Him, but we deserve nothing but eternal hell

C. So He was merciful by sending His Son and just by carrying out our sentence on that same Jesus

IX. Therefore where is boasting? [It] will be excluded. Through deeds of the Law? Of works? No, but through faith in the Law. For we figure through faith man is made righteous without works of the Law.

A. Nothing we do can benefit

1. either ourselves for salvation—because Jesus has already done it all for us,

2. Nor benefit God—because He has given us all we have

3. Our good works only benefit our neighbor

B. We are made righteous by Christ, not ourselves

1. No good works can save us

2. Even faith is a gift of God, not a human work

3. So our salvation depends completely on God

4. But thank God it does

a) Because unlike us, who so often fail

b) God never fails

c) And He has accomplished our salvation and earned for us eternal life

d) That’s the Gospel truth.

e) So by the righteousness of Christ alone, we will live forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. Yes, yes, it shall be so.
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