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The Final Nail

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Romans 5:1-11, NIV) Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him! For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

 During the Civil War in the United States, a farmer named Blake was drafted as a soldier. He was deeply concerned about leaving his family, because his wife had died and there would be no one to support and take care of his children in his absence. The day before he was to leave for the army, his neighbor Charlie Durham came to visit him. "Blake," he said, "I've been thinking. You're needed here at home, so I've decided to go in your place." The farmer was so overwhelmed that a few moments he was speechless. The offer seemed too good to be true. He grasped the hand of the young man and praised God for this one who was willing to go as his substitute. Charlie went to the front-lines and performed his duties nobly. But sad to say, he was shot and killed in the first battle. When the farmer heard the news, he immediately saddled his horse and rode out to the battlefield. After searching for some time, he found the body of his friend. He arranged to have it buried in the churchyard near the spot where they had often stopped to talk after the services. On a piece of marble he carved an inscription with his own hands. It was roughly done, but with every blow of the hammer on the chisel tears fell from his eyes. He placed the marker on the grave of his devoted substitute. Many villagers wept as they read the brief but touching inscription: HE DIED FOR ME.

II. Justified by faith, we have peace

A. Define Justification

1. Declared “Not Guilty” (Regardless of the truth)

2. God overlooks our sin for Jesus’ sake

B. We have peace with God

1. Not so much a state of mind

a. Might feel content & happy

b. Those feelings won’t always be there

c. Sometimes, we just don’t feel peaceful

2. A State of being

a. We are reconciled to God

b. He restored us to Him

c. He’s not mad at us any more

III. Rejoice in the bad times

A. Not because we enjoy those bad times

1. Illness/pain is never fun

a. There’s a reason we pray for those who are sick/suffering

b. Hard to deal with

2. Sometimes, we get into our own jams

a. Don’t need to list them

b. You know how many times you’ve gotten yourself into trouble

B. Because we have hope

1. Not just optimism

a. “It’ll be okay” can be very empty

b. “Look on the bright side” only shows the contrast of how dark it really is

c. Can’t call the glass “Half full” when it’s upside down

2. Assurance

a. It really will get better

b. Jesus has already won the victory

IV. Christ died for us sinners

A. Would make sense to die for a good person

1. Not easy

2. Understandable

3. Make the world a better place because of that person being saved

B. Not for a low-life like you or me

1. If you were called on to die for Jeffrey Dahmer, would you?

2. We’ve committed high treason against God

3. Our sins have condemned us to death: what we deserve

C. Yet that’s what He did

1. Took our sins to the cross

2. Became sin for us

3. When He died, so did our sin: gone

V. If you’re a sinner, Christ died for you

A. If you’re not, Christ didn’t die for you

1. Like to rationalize our sins

2. Make excuses

3. Fine, but then Jesus’ death doesn’t cover you

4. “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves & the truth is not in us.”

5. Thankfully, He has given us the Law to show us our sins

6. & sent Jesus to fulfill the Law for us

7. & took the punishment the Law demands

8. So God sees right through our sins & sees Jesus underneath

VI. Conclusion: The resurrection put the final nail in the coffin…keeping us out forever.

A. Look at Me

Golden bars of sunlight come sneaking through the shutters

laying stripes on my back, like a zebra

Sweaty fingers turning pages, and clinging to the bed

Like it's a bride and I never want to leave her

Paul calls me a saint and the mattress shakes with laughter

And the sheets let out a chuckle while the pillow holds one end

I don't believe a word I read, but the man is so convincing

Says You're calling me a winner of a game I never win

but with every word I read I feel Your eyes upon me

And I don't mind at all

Chorus

I love the way You look at me, the way You steer your eyes

To see the bride beneath the harlot's skin, the virtue underneath the sin

I love the way You look at me, when You lift the veil and You repeat Your vow.

Get up for the shower, wash, and scrub, and scour every part

As if a cleaner man could better bear the shame

Now, I move out into the sunlight, a frightened fool

There's reason for my fright, for I'm a messenger who's forgetting

why he came

but with every step I take I feel Your eyes are on me

And I don't mind at all

chorus

For when You look at me, You see every drop of blood You spent

Like the color that comes creeping to my face

It is such sweet embarrassment to see the dowry that you paid

for my cold embrace

but I’ll never let You go because…chorus
Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Band-Aid

Message: Ever get hurt?

Did you get better?

We will always get better

Someday, we’ll have no more pain

Lesson Summary

Today’s lessons emphasize that the child of God humbly accepts troubles in life, continuing to trust His love. Instead of turning from Him to seek our own answers, we continue to serve Him and trust He will deliver us. The Old Testament Lesson recounts the incident of Jacob's vision of the heavenly ladder. God is with him. He vows to follow God in his life from then on. The Epistle assures us that God's love, proven for us in Christ, will never fail us. Even in our sufferings we continue to trust God. The Gospel is our Lord teaching that discipleship humbly submits to God's will instead of seeking its own desires.

Preservice Lesson

Small Catechism

“As the Head of the Family should teach them to His Household”

As I explain these, parents (especially Dads): make sure you talk about these things

God could’ve chosen angels to teach, but He chose you

Great honor to share that love with your family

We share with each other & God as we open service
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