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In the past, your future was present

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Romans 8:28-30, NIV) And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: 2 stories

 The story is told of a man in China who raised horses for a living. When one of his prized stallions ran away, his friends gathered at his home to mourn his great loss. After they had expressed their concern, the man raised this question: "How do I know whether what happened is bad or good?"  A couple days later the runaway horse returned with several strays following close behind. The same acquaintances again came to his house -- this time to celebrate his good fortune. "But how do I know whether it's good or bad?" the old gentleman asked them. That very afternoon the horse kicked the owner's son and broke the young man's leg. Once more the crowd assembled -- now to express their sorrow over the incident. "But how do I know if this is bad or good?" the father asked again. Well, only a few days later, war broke out. The man's son, however, was exempted from the military service because of his broken leg. Yes, you guessed it, the friends again gathered -- but we'll stop the story there. You can easily see how it could go on and on. This tale points out that from our limited human perspective, it's impossible to know with certainty how to interpret the experiences of life.

 A group of men were carrying on a friendly conversation. One of them remarked that he had learned to be especially careful about small things. "Would you believe," he said, "that a little thing like a pair of socks changed the entire course of my life?" "I can hardly believe that," replied another man. "Well, it's true! Once I planned to take a trip with some of my friends on a canal boat, but two days before we intended to leave, I injured my foot while chopping wood. It was only a small cut, but the blue dye in the homemade socks I wore poisoned the wound, and I was compelled to stay at home. While my friends were on their journey, a powerful preacher came to our town to hold revival meetings. Since I didn't have anything else to do, I decided to attend. The message touched me deeply, and as a result, I surrendered my heart to the Lord. Afterward I saw that I needed to change my life in many ways. New desires and purposes took hold of me. I determined also to seek an education, for I trusted that this would enable me to live more usefully for my Lord." The man who made these comments was none other than the former President of the United States -- James A. Garfield!

II. In all things God works for the good of those who love him

A. When bad things happen, we wonder why

1. Some say, "God has no control over it."

2. Some say, "God just lets things happen, and whatever happens, so be it."

3. Some say, "It's God's will"

B. We've been given part of the answer

1. God does have control

a. He'll never let anything happen to us that we can't handle

b. By His grace, we learn to lean on Him in times of trouble

c. If God is your copilot, switch seats!

2. God does care

a. He gets personally involved—Not just "Out there"

b. He freed Israel from slavery & personally led them to the promised land

c. He came down to live with us & God allowed Himself to be killed by and for the sake of His creatures

i. What more could anyone do?

d. He gives that same body & blood to us in Holy Communion

III. who have been called according to his purpose

A. When things get bad, we know that God is taking care of us

B. He has a plan for us

C. (Pay close attention): God doesn't cause evil: it's not part of His plan for us

1. Evil that happens to us is because of Sin

a. In our actions

b. In our world

2. Devil is allowed to annoy us

D. No matter what happens, God won't allow anything to get in the way of His plan for us

1. To prosper: God's definition

2. To have faith

3. To live forever in joy and happiness

IV. firstborn among many brothers.

A. Who are our brothers?

1. The Apostles

2. The prophets

3. All other Christians

4. Jesus Himself

B. What is the reward of the firstborn?

1. Double share of the inheritance

2. High status

3. Of kings: inherit the kingdom

C. That is our reward

1. Should've been Jesus' reward (Died on the cross instead)

2. Given to us to share with Him for eternity

D. Not just a last-minute choice

1. And those he predestined, he also called;

a. We were chosen to be saved before time began

b. Having picked us, He called us by name

2. those he called, he also justified;

a. We heard His call in our Baptism

b. At the first moment of faith, we were declared "Not Guilty" by God

c. We were written into God's will

3. those he justified, he also glorified

a. We haven't experienced that yet

b. We'll experience it at the final resurrection

c. Mentioned in the past tense because it's as certain as if it'd already happened

V. Conclusion

A. No matter how bad things get

1. As we watch the suffering around us

2. As we are faced with death

3. As we suffer ourselves

B. Rest easy

1. God has plans for you

2. No one can change the final outcome that God has set

3. As sure as Jesus died and rose, no one can change God's plans. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Riding a Bike

Message: What was it like learning to ride a bike?

Why did your parents make you keep falling? Sometimes we have to go through pain before we get something good.

Worst thing ever happened: Jesus dying on the cross--by that we're saved
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