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Children’s Sermon

Message: What was it like learning to ride a bike?

Why did your parents make you keep falling? Sometimes we have to go through pain, but good comes out of it.

Worst thing ever happened: Jesus dying on the cross--by that we're saved

What to do with suffering

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Romans 8:28-30) And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. One of the most common questions unbelievers ask is, “If God is loving, why does He allow suffering?”

B. Maybe you have asked the same question

1. When times are hard and suffering gets seemingly unbearable, this question comes to mind

2. It’s hard to see God in the midst of suffering

3. We look out into a cold, hard world and can’t see the loving hand of God

4. We look inside ourselves and find only weakness and helplessness

5. And every answer seems to bring another question that’s harder to answer than the one before

6. And even if we finally find the answer, it’s generally not what we want to hear

7. Even though we don’t really know what we want to hear

8. Because ultimately, we generally don’t want an answer

a) At minimum, we want sympathy

b) And at best, we want the hurt and all memory of the hurt to just vanish

C. To make matters worse, we hear all kinds of excuses that make us feel worse instead of better

1. Excuses that make God look like a selfish child who takes what he wants without consideration of others

2. Or excuses that make God look powerless to help

3. Or worse, excuses that make God look like He doesn’t care

D. But be assured—God cares

E. And be assured that God is not powerless

F. But most of all, be assured that when Jesus said, “I am with you always,” He meant it more intimately than the human mind can fathom

II. And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.

A. This is one of those passages that’s usually misquoted or misunderstood in the face of suffering

B. Does God cause suffering?

1. Sometimes, when we need discipline

2. But only to turn our faces to Him and remind us of His abiding presence & love

C. But that doesn’t mean that you deserve the suffering you get

1. By your sin, you actually deserve much worse—hell, in fact

2. But God doesn’t give you what you deserve

3. That’s why Jesus died on the cross—to get what you deserve

4. And consequently, you get what Jesus deserves, eternal life

5. God can’t punish you for your sin because in Christ, He’s already forgotten them

6. So don’t bother asking, “What did I do to deserve this?”

a) You don’t deserve anything you get

b) Only those who reject God’s forgiveness for Christ’s sake get what they deserve, and that only comes at the judgment—hell

D. Rather, St. Paul is telling us that our God is greater than any suffering that we may endure

1. No matter what pain or anguish you endure, God is greater

2. That means that He can handle anything your life throws at you

3. Does that mean that you’ll never suffer?

4. Or does that mean that your life will be peaches and cream once you become a Christian?

a) If you’re a Christian, you know that’s not the case

b) And Jesus repeatedly made it clear that God blesses all people, and Christians don’t receive your reward in this life

5. But God is able to bring good from those bad things

a) Bad things happen in this world because our world is corrupted by sin

b) Ever since the fall of Adam & Eve, our world hasn’t functioned properly

(1) Death and decay surround us

(2) God’s creatures into whom He breathed His own Spirit have rejected and turned against Him

(3) None of this was ever God’s desire for us and His creation

c) Yet God, Who created the entire universe from nothing, is able to create good from bad

(1) Where is God in your suffering?

(2) He’s with you, creating good in the midst of evil, turning the devil’s own weapons against him

(a) The devil tempted mankind into sin so we’d lose Eden

(b) But God will one day replace all creation with a world even greater than the original

(c) The Bible and our lives are full of countless examples of how God has brought good from an evil situation

(d) The ultimate example is the death of Jesus

(i) What could be worse than the Son of God being murdered by His creation?

(ii) And yet, for all the devil’s rage, he was defeated by precisely this event

(iii) And it was revealed to be the most beneficial event in the history of creation

III. So that [He] Who foreknew, and predestined having the form of the image of His Son, according to being the firstborn of many brothers.

A. You see, before God even created the universe, He chose you to be His

B. He chose you to have the image of His Son

1. In other words, He chose you to look like Jesus

2. Not physically—God doesn’t see us as we bother to look—He looks deeper

3. But when God looks at you, He sees the wondrous works and perfect obedience of His Son

C. I saw a shirt that said, “When Jesus was on the cross, I was on His mind.”

1. And that’s absolutely true

2. If He weren’t thinking of you and loving you, He wouldn’t have endured the wrath of God for you

3. But He did

4. And He does love you, even when you’re suffering

D. Are we always going to see the good God brings from our suffering?

1. No

2. God’s hand extends not only into our lives

3. But into every life

4. And He may use your suffering to bring a greater blessing to someone else

5. You may well get to heaven and be thanked for enduring your suffering so that the person thanking you could be in heaven to thank you

E. But regardless what good comes of your suffering, Jesus has also promised to be with you

1. He will help you carry whatever crosses come your way

2. He already carried your heaviest cross—to Golgotha

3. And He was nailed to it

4. And consequently, He saved you from your worst problems

a) Sin

b) Death

c) And hell

5. But He didn’t do all that for you with no intention to follow through on the rest

6. Because He still loves you as much as He did when He agreed to pay for your sin before He created the world

7. And He still loves you as much as He did when He was on the cross dying for you

8. And He chose you to come through your suffering victorious
9. So you can be assured that you will

10. Because Jesus won the victory for you on the cross

11. No matter what the suffering, it finds its end in one word: Resurrection

a) On the last day, all with faith in Christ will happily say good-bye to suffering forever

b) And on that day, the day of resurrection, any lingering questions you may have can be asked of Jesus face-to-face

c) And you can be sure that you’ll like the answer

IV. And whom He predestined, they also were called.  And in their being called, he also has made righteous.  And who was made righteous, he also has glorified.

A. Since God chose you to be with Him forever, certain adjustments needed to be made

1. God doesn’t like the corruption in the world any more than you do—He hates it

a) And you, a sinner, bear the taint of this world’s corruption

b) And it’s much worse than just guilt by association

c) You have often embraced it, and by often, I mean daily

2. But you can’t remove the stench of sin with tomato juice

a) Nothing short of the blood of the Son of God is enough to eliminate that

b) So that’s what God used, the blood of His Son

(1) It was poured out for you on the cross

(2) And through the washing of Holy Baptism, you are made righteous, perfect, in God’s sight and smell

(3) The combined power of the water and the Word, because of God’s promise, has marked you as a child of God forever

c) He called you to be His own

d) And He calls you again today

(1) To live in a world of sin with a promise

(2) “In this world you will have tribulation, but be of good cheer—I have overcome the world.”

e) He overcame the world for you

(1) Not because you deserved it

(2) But because He loves you

(3) And He will continue to overcome your trials with the promise of the greatest good:

(4) Eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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