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In a Word…

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Romans 10:5-17, NIV) “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming: That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved…Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Augsburg Confession (1530)

A. Presented to Emperor Charles V

B. Declaration of faith

C. Intended not as a “Declaration of Independance” but “We’re truly catholic”

D. Remains a summary of “Lutheranism”

E. Moreso, a statement of faith based on Scripture as understood through History, not anything new

II. Central message of the AC same as today’s text: Salvation by grace, for Christ’s sake, through faith

A. Paul distinguishes between righteousness based on the Law vs. Faith

1. Based on Law

a. Can’t bring Christ down

i. People were trying to get themselves in God’s grace

1. Good works

2. Indulgences

ii. Can’t earn grace—by definition

1. Jesus already did

2. Earned it for us on the cross

3. He was the only One who deserved it

4. Transferred His reward to us

iii. God doesn’t require us to bring Him to us

1. Doesn’t meet us halfway

2. Went all the way for us

b. Can’t raise Him up

i. No one can raise the dead except God

1. If that were required of us, we couldn’t be saved

2. If anything were required of us, we’d be lost

1. Ever lean back on a chair & just catch yourself from falling?

2. How would you like your salvation to be so precarious?

3. It’s not

4. Jesus won it, solid

5. Nailed it down

6. Only way to fall is deliberately get up & walk away from the chair

c. Don’t have to search heaven or hell for it

i. He came to us once

ii. Comes to us again & again

1. Through hearing

2. “This is My body…”

2. Based on Faith

a. Not anything we do, either

i. Gospel is the power of God to salvation

ii. No room for human opinion or efforts

iii. All in the Word & Holy Spirit working through that Word

b. Comes through the Word

i. God’s Word is the vehicle used by the Holy Spirit

ii. Once the Word is there, Holy Spirit won’t leave without doing his job

1. Like a Morrocan Machete—can’t be sheathed without drawing blood

2. Notch in blade to cut thumb if not used to wound another

3. Same way, Holy Spirit won’t go away until He’s worked faith

4. We’re given that guarantee

III. Need to hear the Word to have faith

A. Can’t call on God without faith

1. You may’ve heard about making a decision or “praying the sinner’s prayer”

2. Must already have faith to do that

3. Salvation is through faith, not personal committment

B. Can’t believe unless hear

1. Power of the Word that does the work

2. Must hear it, the more the better (Fuel on the Fire)

C. Can’t hear unless told

1. No one will come up with this on their own

2. Thousands of years of history testament to that

3. Only through Scripture has anyone come to faith & knowledge of the Gospel

4. Without it, no one’s ever come close

5. Up to us to take a stand for this Scripture

a. As the reformers did 500 years ago

b. Not allowing anyone to change or confuse the message

D. Can’t be told without being sent to tell

1. God has sent each of us to different stations

a. Some to foundries & factories

b. Some to offices & cubicles

c. Some to homes & grocery stores

d. Some to public ministry

2. Each of us has a purpose there

a. Fulfill the great commission

b. Take a stand for the truth

c. Stand on nothing less than God’s Strong Word

d. Pull as many as we can up to stand with us

e. God will strengthen us & not let us down

f. In the words of a popular song, “If you’re too tired to retreat, just stand.” In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: I have something in my pocket. What is it?

Message: Only way youi can find out is being told. Only way to know about Jesus is being told. Let’s tell others how much Jesus loves them.

Lesson Summary

Today’s lessons emphasize the importance of the truth of God’s Word, that in it we may find God Himself. Tells us to seek the Lord where He may be found, which is in His Word, and while we don’t always understand God’s will, our faith clings to His Word as the only way to know that will. The epistle lesson expands on that idea, noting that that same Word is both the source of our faith and the object of our faith. And in the Gospel lesson, Jesus tells us that, by remaining in the faith in His truth that our joy may be complete.

Preservice Lesson

Commandment 9 & 10: Coveting: wanting something that isn’t rightfully yours

Keeping God’s Law isn’t just doing--it’s a heart thing
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