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Children’s Sermon

Object: Ball

Message: Can you stand on this? Why not? God says he’ll stand us up forever. What do you think that means? How will He do that? (The Gospel)

To God be the Glory

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Romans 16:25-27, NKJV) Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret since the world began but now made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures made known to all nations, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, for obedience to the faith-- to God, alone wise, be glory through Jesus Christ forever. Amen.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Paul’s closing words to the Romans

B. He’d shared with them the riches of the Gospel

C. Now, he was blessing the people by praising God

II. God makes you to stand through His Word

A. “Establish” is literally, “Cause to stand”

1. Without a pastor, this congregation will face a lot of uncertainty

a. It’ll be a difficult time

b. I wish there were another way

2. But you’ve learned that a congregation is not built on the pastor

a. Rather, the message the pastor brings

b. Eternal life for Jesus’ sake

B. St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Amherst, WI stands on the Word of God

1. Pastors are just messengers

2. You’ve been given the message

3. As long as you rest only on the message

a. No “I think”

b. No “Yeah, but…”

c. Only “What does the Word of God say?”

4. You will continue to stand

a. Not because of anything in yourselves or your own ability

b. Because God will hold you up by means of His Word

c. Through the Gospel of salvation

III. God has shown us Who the Messiah is

A. Through the prophets

1. They showed who the Messiah would be so people would recognize Him when He came

a. (Isaiah 53:5, NKJV) But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed.

b. (Zechariah 12:10, NKJV) [God is speaking here] “…then they will look on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn.

c. (Psalms 22:16-18, NKJV) … They pierced My hands and My feet; I can count all My bones. They look and stare at Me. They divide My garments among them, And for My clothing they cast lots.

B. In the flesh

1. These descriptions would be meaningless without the actual facts

a. Fact is that the Son of God did become man

b. Fact is that that man, Jesus Christ, was pierced through

c. Fact is that his death and subsequent resurrection assures us that we, too, will one day rise again

IV. This produces faith

A. God stands you up, and faith is the brace

1. What is faith?

2. Belief & trust that your sins are gone because Jesus was punished for them in your place.

3. Faith is a gift, so you don’t have to worry about working at it

B. Each time you hear a sermon or read God’s Word, your faith is fed

1. Doesn’t matter who’s preaching it

2. Doesn’t matter if you like him or not

C. Faith is the goal of the church

1. Whatever else we’ve accomplished, it’s secondary

a. Potlucks, fellowship activities, etc.

b. Tools to bring the church to God’s Word & stronger faith

2. Everything else has temporary benefits

a. Fill your tummy

b. Feel happy

3. Faith is eternal

a. So this is our focus

b. This is our goal

V. God gets all the glory forever

A. We can’t take the credit for eternal life

1. Not only did we not earn it

2. We can’t take the credit for someone else’s faith, either

B. I could stay here and preach forever

1. Without the Holy Spirit working through the Word, it’d be pointless

2. But He does work through it

3. He’ll continue to work through that same Word after I’m gone

4. As long as your pastors preach and teach God’s Word in its purity, this church will continue to stand tall

5. It’s not about neon crosses or new pews (although those are nice)

6. It’s all about eternal life as a free gift, paid for by the blood of Jesus Christ on the cross, all for you. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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