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The Gift

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Romans 16:25-27, NIV) Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him-- to the only wise God be glory for ever through Jesus Christ! Amen.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

Imagine it’s your birthday. Everyone you know & love throws a big party, but they don’t invite you. They give gifts, but not to you. See where I’m going with this? It happens every year on Jesus’ birthday.

II. God establishes you through His Word

A. The gift of the Christ has been given to us

B. Through the power of the Word, we are given faith to cling to that Christ

C. No way we can do it on our own

D. That gift is like giving a gift of water to a man dying of dehydration

E. It’s not just a nice thing to have: It’s what we need

III. It’s a revealed mystery.

A. The director was clueless as to the meaning of Christmas

B. The world is still clueless

1. They see the nativity scenes

2. Oh, that’s such a nice story

3. Don’t understand the point

C. Christmas is not about a baby in a wooden box

1. It is, but it doesn’t stop there

2. There’s a reason this child was born

a. We are full of sin & are eternally lost

b. No one is perfect (We can all agree on that.)

c. God will settle for nothing less.

d. Jesus came to be perfect in our place

3. Child was wrapped in cloths & laid in a manger

a. People didn’t understand that this same child, 33 years later, would be again wrapped in cloths

b. No swaddling cloths

c. Funeral shroud

4. The One who started out such a meager life ended even worse

a. Died a criminal’s death on the cross

b. Doesn’t end there

c. Ends with an empty tomb ,because He rose

i. No more feeding troughs or crosses

ii. Only the glory of God given to Him

iii. Given to us on His behalf

DON’T FORGET THE BOXES!!!

IV. Praise God for that.

A. Just as we give Thank-you cards for gifts we receive

B. Give the card of obedience to God

C. Not trying to earn the gift

D. Already been given: free eternal life for all for Jesus’ sake

V. Conclusion

A. [Hand out boxes]

B. (Meanwhile, thank those who made boxes & those handing out)

C. Don’t open them

D. Story:

A three-year old girl asked, "Mommy, what is Christmas?" Her mother carefully explained that Christmas is Jesus' birthday. "Then why don't we give gifts to Jesus if it is His birthday?" The mother explained that we give gifts to each other to show love and to remind us that God gave us the best gift of all: Jesus! That seemed to satisfy the little one. But the following Christmas Eve, a sleepy little girl placed a package under the Christmas tree on her way to bed. She explained to her parents that it was a gift for the baby Jesus, and she was sure He would open it while she was sleeping. After the little one had fallen asleep, her mother, not wanting her to be disappointed, opened the clumsily wrapped package, and found inside the same thing in each of your gifts. Open them now. What is in them? Nothing. The box the little girl put under the tree for Jesus was empty. On Christmas morning, the little girl was delighted to see that her gift to Jesus had been opened and her gift was gone! She was squealing with happiness when her confused mother asked, "What was in the package for Jesus?" The little girl explained, "It was a box full of love!"

E. We are able to give our love to Jesus

F. Because He gave His to us

1. In the manger

2. On the cross

G. Take your gift home

1. Remember the love that God has given you

2. Remember that He loves you no matter what

3. Remember that He’ll never take it back

4. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

VI. "About the Liturgy"

Prayer of the Church: If someone asked you for help, would you do it? What if 150 people asked you for the same thing? You’d be more apt. 

Allows us a chance to pray for each other & go to God with our requests, knowing He’ll hear us *In Jesus’ Name*.
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