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Jon Haas Funeral

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Romans 8:18-21, NKJV) For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Here we are in a world full of pain

B. Find ourselves asking all kinds of questions

1. Why did this have to happen?

2. Why did God allow this?

3. Who’s to blame?

4. When will the pain stop?

C. As long as we live in this world, we’ll always have questions

1. It’s not a perfect world

2. That pain has only one source: human sin

3. That condition spread through all creation

II. God shows us through our text that He recognizes our suffering

A. Jon suffered

1. Clearly throughout his life, he struggled

2. Faced some tough decisions

3. Struggled with the consequences of his decisions

4. More than that, he struggled with the pain of life in a sinful world

B. We are suffering, too

1. Unlike Jon, we’re still in this corrupted world

2. We feel the pain of losing him

3. We’re left with the questions he no longer has to ask

III. Our suffering is nothing compared with the glory to come

A. We don’t need to suffer that way

1. Yes, we suffer

2. Not according to what we deserve

a. As sinners, we deserve nothing but hell

b. Sin earns eternal death, even one sin

c. Sin isn’t just what we do—it’s a condition

d. And it’s a fatal condition

3. But even though we deserve to suffer from eternal death because of our sin

a. Complete separation from God’s love forever

4. We don’t need to

B. Jesus already did

1. Jesus Christ, God in flesh, lived a perfect life

2. Only man who ever lived without sin

3. Because He had no sin, he deserved to live forever

4. Instead, He took our place

a. Went to the cross: a criminal’s execution

b. Paid the price for our sins with His own blood

c. Because He was our substitute, We are free to go to heaven on Jesus’ merits. Period.

IV. We, along with all creation, anxiously await freedom from slavery

A. We are free now

B. If Jon had faith in Jesus Christ, He is free now

1. Regardless of what he did in his life

2. Regardless of the way his life ended

3. There is absolutely no sin so great that the blood of the Son of God could not cover it

4. Not knowing any man’s heart, if we can assume by the faith he shared with his family by praying with them [and…] that he had faith that Jesus’ blood covered his sins,

5. Then he is in heaven today. Period.

C. We are not yet

1. We are still waiting

2. Consequently, we are still suffering

3. And we still sin

4. And we still trust in the freedom Jesus won for us on the cross

D. We will be

1. That’s our assurance

2. Like Jon, no matter what our life has been like, good or bad

3. We’re all sinners

4. Jesus died for us all

5. So we will live forever because of Jesus’ earned that right for us

6. One day, we will see Jesus face to face

7. He has the answers to our questions and gives us His peace. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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