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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What is faith? Where do you get faith?

Message: We don’t always act faithful, but Jesus forgives us even when we don’t act like His forgiven people.

Ruth

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Ruth 1:12-19, NIV). Return home, my daughters; I am too old to have another husband. Even if I thought there was still hope for me--even if I had a husband tonight and then gave birth to sons-- would you wait until they grew up? Would you remain unmarried for them? No, my daughters. It is more bitter for me than for you, because the LORD’s hand has gone out against me!” At this they wept again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law good-bye, but Ruth clung to her. “Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to her people and her gods. Go back with her.” But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if anything but death separates you and me.” When Naomi realized that Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped urging her. So the two women went on until they came to Bethlehem.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Are you afraid of being a burden?

B. The older people get, the more I hear them say, “I don’t want to be a burden on my family.”

1. Maybe you feel that way

2. Maybe you wonder whether you someday will be, even if you’re young right now

C. The Book of Ruth teaches us about people and burdens

1. Elimelech and Naomi, both Israelites, had 2 sons, both of whom married women from Moab, where the family had moved to escape a famine

2. But our story really begins after all three of the men, the father and two sons-in-law, died

3. So Naomi and her two daughters-in-law, Ruth and Orpah, were left completely destitute

4. In that society, Ruth would have a hard time taking care of even herself, much less an old mother-in-law

5. But through this loyal woman of God, we learn how God uses the unlikely and the unable

II. [Naomi said,] "Turn, my daughters, and go, because I am too old to have a husband. If I should say I have hope, even were I to have a husband tonight and bear sons,

A. Naomi tells her daughters that she is incapable of caring for herself, much less her daughters-in-law

B. How often do you feel incapable?

1. As parents, do you ever wish your children came with instruction books?

2. Do you ever wish for that perfect financial security that always seems just out of your grasp?

3. Are you afraid to share the gospel with others because you might say the wrong thing?

C. Rightly, you should!

1. You are, after all, a sinner

2. And by yourself, you can hope to accomplish nothing

3. Because your heart, from the moment of conception, was black and dead, turned away from God

III. "Would you therefore wait for them until they were grown? Would you close yourself off to having a husband? No, my daughters, for it greatly embitters me on your account, since the hand of Yahweh has gone against me."

A. Naomi expresses her hopelessness, that even were she to find a husband and have sons, she couldn’t expect these women to wait for them to grow up to marry them

B. In her distress, she believed that God had turned against her

1. Whatever the cause, she had lost the three people she most loved in a short period of time

2. Surely, she must have done something horrible for God to have turned against her like this

3. She couldn’t see the big picture

4. How could God possibly take such a horrible situation and bring good from it?

a) And yet, God is able to take something as bad as the death of a spouse and children and bring good from it

b) The greatest blessing in the history of the world would come through this event, another death-turned-blessing that was also the death of a Son—the Son, in fact

IV. And they lifted up their voices and wept again, and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her.

A. Orpah was the practical one

1. She chose to be happy, or so she saw it

2. I hear this so often: “Doesn’t God want me to be happy?” NO!

a) Happiness is a temporary emotion that can turn on a dime

b) It changes faster than the wind and cannot be assured no matter what the situation

c) God wants eternal life for us—that’s His ultimate goal

3. But Orpah chose to return to her idolatrous family instead of remaining with the true God

a) Consequently, she wiped her name from further mention in the Bible

b) And she presumably wiped her name from the Book of Life as well

B. Ruth saw things differently

1. She wasn’t concerned about earthly prosperity

a) She trusted God to take care of her

b) So she stayed to take care of Naomi

2. She wasn’t concerned about the burden she was taking on

a) She expressed a rare commodity: loyalty, not only to Naomi, but to the true God

b) She was willing to set aside every possibility of a “normal” life for the sake of faithfulness to God

3. Because when you get right down to it, anything else is idolatry

a) Why do you worry?

b) Why do you obsess over your money, your health, the upcoming election, or whatever else causes you to lose sleep?

V. And she said, "Behold, your sister-in-law has returned to her people and to her gods. Return after your sister-in-law."

A. How tempting this was!

B. “Return to your gods.”

1. Hey, everything was fine before I got involved in this religion!

2. Why should I believe in a God Who would put me through all this?

C. But if Ruth had followed Naomi’s advice, she would be in hell today and for eternity

D. Thank God that Ruth responded differently

VI. But Ruth said, "Don't urge me to forsake you and return from following you, because where you walk, I walk, and where you reside, I reside. Your people are my people, and your God is my God."

A. Ruth, as a Moabite Gentile, confessed, “Your people are my people.”

1. In other words, “Even though I’m a descendent of Lot, not Abraham, salvation is offered to me as well.”

2. Ruth didn’t want to be a Moabite—she wanted to be a child of God

B. And she confessed her faith in that saving God, “Your God is my God.”

1. Here, in the name of Jesus, you find your identity

2. In other words, “The Messiah, the Christ, comes for me as well.”

3. And little did Ruth know that He would even come through her, that she would be grandmother to king David and ancestor of Jesus

C. Are you willing to say to Naomi, “Your God is my God?”

1. Are you willing to lay aside your idols, whatever they may be?

2. Are you willing to align yourself with God’s people?

a) Are you willing to be called “backward” for believing that people and dinosaurs coexisted for many years?

b) Are you willing to be called “intolerant” for rejecting homosexuality as an acceptable lifestyle choice, yet at the same time praying for those who’ve chosen that lifestyle?

c) Are you willing to stand up for unborn children, the handicapped, and the elderly when our society thinks that killing them would put them out of their misery?

d) And are you willing to pray for those who would seek to wrongfully end those lives, as well as praying for terrorists around the world?

3. Or would you be ashamed to be “one of those Christians”?

VII. "Where you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. Thus shall Yahweh do to me, and more, if [anything] but death part you and me."

A. So important is her faith that she is willing to die for it

B. And so it should be

1. Because true faith isn’t just something you do on Sunday morning

2. True faith isn’t just something you do to your kids when they’re old enough to go to confirmation class

3. True faith shapes your every thought, action, and motivation

4. True faith says, “Jesus is my God, even to the death—I would rather die than turn away from Jesus, my Lord.”

C. And yet you daily choose sin over Jesus

VIII. When she saw that she was determined to walk with her, she ceased to speak to her. So the two of them walked until they came to Bethlehem….

A. And thus the next piece of God’s amazing puzzle fell into place

B. Even though we pale in comparison to Ruth’s faith and faithfulness

1. God sent her to Bethlehem that the Savior would be born there

2. God introduced her to Boaz, that she may get married and have a son named Jesse, whose son, David, would one day slay Goliath and later become king of Israel, “Ruth’s people”

3. And one of David’s descendents would be a young virgin named “Mary,” who would become pregnant by the power of the Holy Spirit

4. And the Son would one day die for the sins of Ruth, Naomi, Mary, and you

C. Even Ruth wasn’t 100% faithful—she was a sinner, too

D. But Jesus was perfect in her place and in your place

1. He was faithful to death, even death on a cross

2. And by His death, not your works, your unfaithfulness is forgiven, and you have eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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