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Christmas Eve

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope--the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. (Titus 2:11-14, NIV)

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. It seems ever more rare to find Christ this time of year

B. This year in particular has turned Christmas into a battleground

1. The city of Denver kept all references to Christ, including the word “Christmas,” out of the holiday parade, which sparked a protest that consisted of Christians assembling to sing Christmas carols

2. In France, where all religious symbols have been banned from the schools, a city hall donated a box of chocolates to a school. Since the candies were shaped like crosses and Saint Nicholas, the school had to refuse them.

3. Numerous “Merry Christmas” signs have been removed from public places

C. And yet, whether the world will acknowledge Him or not, God has indeed come to His people

D. But He’s difficult to recognize

E. Because He came in the most unlikely of ways

II. For the grace of God has appeared: salvation [being] to all men.

A. When God appeared to mankind, it was not the appearance that the world expected

1. You’ll note that, of all the Biblical movies that have been made, you won’t find any Nativity movies having been done by major directors or production companies

2. Even when you see so many nativity scenes this time of year, it’s hard to think of that little baby as the God of the universe

3. And yet, God the Son came to be one of us to save us from our sin

B. And St. Paul assures us in this text that Jesus came for all people, not just “good” people or rich people or any other particular group

1. This most unlikely of births was true to form for God

2. Because God typically uses normal, everyday things to accomplish His goals, all of which center around our salvation—the salvation of all people

III. instructing us, that, refusing ungodliness and worldly desires, we live soberly and righteously and godly in the now time,

A. God appeared to mankind as a poor baby

B. But He also appears to us in other forms

1. When Christians act according to their vocations, their callings, God acts through them

a) When a mother changes her baby’s diaper, God is acting through her to provide for that baby

b) When a doctor or nurse brings healing to a patient, God is acting through them

c) When a husband kisses his wife and lets her know she is loved, He is showing God’s love to her

2. So since God has given us salvation in Jesus, we are able to be “masks of God” to our friends, family, neighbors, and coworkers

C. Of course, with Jesus, He really is God, not just a “mask of God” like we are when we act on His behalf

D. But He acted on our behalf all those years ago

1. He was born to be one of us, though without a human father and thus without sin

2. And being sinless, He was able to take our place on the cross, paying the price on our behalf

a) You’ve seen the trees this time of year that have lists hanging on them to buy items for those who can’t provide for themselves

b) Jesus Himself hung on a tree for you, who, because of your sin, could not provide a way out of hell for yourself

c) God provided that way in Jesus, the Way, the Truth, and the Life

E. And He still acts on our behalf today

1. He continues to forgive all of our sin

2. He continues to act through ordinary things to bless us

a) Through people acting in their vocations to provide what we cannot for us

b) Water is about as ordinary as you can get, since 2/3 of our planet is covered with it

(1) Yet He uses water in Holy Baptism to give faith and forgiveness of sins

c) Bread and wine—food—common, yet in the Lord’s Supper, He gives us His actual body and blood in and with the bread and wine for our salvation

d) And what could be more common than words?

(1) Yet God’s Word spoke creation into existence

(2) God’s Word gives saving faith to believe that Jesus truly paid the price for our sin

(3) God’s Word feeds our souls and is the only defense against the Devil

IV. Receiving the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.

A. We don’t do those good works in order to be saved

1. If you’re drowning and swim to shore, you haven’t been saved—you’ve saved yourself and couldn’t truly be said to have been drowning

2. But according to God’s Word, we were already dead in our sin

3. A dead man certainly can’t save himself or have any part in the process

B. But that’s why Jesus came

a) To raise us from the dead just as He rose on the first Easter

b) He raises us to the life of faith through Holy Baptism

c) And He will one day raise us to eternal life in the New Creation that will one day be revealed to us, an incorruptible creation free from sin

V. who gave Himself for us that He might redeem us from all lawlessness and cleanse for Himself a particular people, zealous for good works.

A. We do good works not to earn our salvation—Jesus already earned that for us—but because of our salvation

B. Because in spite of our frequent lack of good works

C. Jesus still gave Himself up on our behalf

1. He faced the wrath of God in our place

2. He paid the price that our sins deserve

3. He washed us clean in the most unlikely matter

4. By dying

5. Yet in His death, we have the victory

6. Because by His death, we have eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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