Rev. Dale Critchley: 
 DATE \@ "MMMM dd, yyyy" \* MERGEFORMAT 
January 1, 1997


Come for You

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Titus 3:4-7, NIV) But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. The child that we celebrate today is strikingly different than most children

1. Not just because He was born of a virgin (Well, that’s pretty different!)

2. Not just because His first bassinet was a feeding trough

3. Not even because angels sang at His birth

B. This child is different because He is perfect

1. This is only possible because He is also God

2. But He didn’t come to flaunt His perfection

3. Rather, to give it to us

II. But when the kindness & benevolence of the Savior our God appeared,

A. You see, the Son of God didn’t become human because we were such great people

B. He came because we were sinners

1. He came because He loves us unconditionally: in spite of our sin

2. He came because we were sinners in serious trouble: on a one-way road to hell

3. He came because only He could save us from our sin

III. Not out of our works of righteousness which we have done,

A. but according to His mercy

1. That lowly child in the manger is the only person Who ever lived a perfect life

2. So He alone earned eternal life

3. Our lives and our sin are absolutely pathetic in comparison

4. But He came for us out of mercy

5. He was so poor, yet we were completely destitute

a. Earthly riches can’t help you

b. Even your good works (or efforts at the same) can’t help

c. If your best is not perfect, it’s not good enough for God

d. That’s how bad off we were

B. through the washing of new birth and renovating by the Holy Spirit.

1. This is what God has done for us

2. Since we were dead in our sin, He gave us new birth in our Baptism: the “washing of rebirth”

3. And He didn’t stop there

a. He renovated us

b. Cleaned us out completely

c. Washed our sins away, cleaned us out completely

d. Making us pure and holy

C. whom He poured on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,

1. You see, all this, both Baptism and Christmas, would be meaningless without the cross

2. There’s so many distractions during this time of year

3. But know one thing: that Jesus was born to die

4. And through His death, you have new life—eternal life!

IV. that being justified by His grace we might be heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

A. And here’s the “meaning of Christmas”

B. We are justified: declared “not guilty” by God

1. Completely by grace: undeserved love

2. And through this Child, you are a son of the king

3. And you will inherit the kingdom: living forever—eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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