Still Waiting

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope--the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. (Titus 2:11-14, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A story is told of a young girl who became a Christian and applied for membership in a local church. "Were you a sinner before you became a Christian?" inquired an old deacon. "Yes, sir," she replied. "Well, are you still a sinner?" "To tell you the truth, I feel I'm a greater sinner than ever." "Then what real change have you experienced?" "I don't quite know how to explain it," she said, "except I used to be a sinner running AFTER sin, but now that I am saved, I'm a sinner running FROM sin!"

II. Jesus is born…what does it mean?

A. God is really watching us

B. He knows every one of our sins

1. Every time we’ve turned our backs on Him

2. Every time we sought help from something else before going to Him

3. Every time we’ve worried and didn’t trust fully in Him for everything

C. He provided a solution

1. A manger full of God

2. A cross with God where we should be

3. An empty tomb

III. How do we respond?

A. Deny ungodliness

B. Deny worldly desires

C. Live sensibly

1. Why would you want more sin when you finally got rid of it?!?

IV. We’re still waiting

A. He’ll come again

B. Purify us completely

C. Enable us to praise Him fully

V. He has come. He will come again. Come, let us adore Him: Christ the Lord.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

