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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What is God like? Is He like us?

Message: It’s hard to understand God, especially why He does certain things. (Suffering, etc.) Is it good for an innocent man to be killed? No, yet that’s what happened to Jesus, and that was good, because since He gave up His life for us, we get to live forever.

Conquering through Peace

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Zechariah 9:9-12) Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the war-horses from Jerusalem, and the battle-bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. As for you, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will free your prisoners from the waterless pit. Return to your fortress, O prisoners of hope; even now I announce that I will restore twice as much to you.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Have you ever misjudged someone?

1. Maybe you thought a person was really quiet and then saw that person become completely outspoken

2. Maybe you thought someone very selfish, then (s)he made some great personal sacrifice to help someone

B. Perhaps the most misjudged person, though, is God Himself

1. This should come as no surprise, since God is by nature difficult to understand

a) We have nothing to compare Him to

b) And it’s easier to understand Him by what He is not than what He is

c) He is not sinful, never changes, all kinds of things completely different than we are

2. But the biggest roadblock to our understanding Him is the way He tends to operate completely the opposite of what we’re used to, completely unexpected, even when He warns us in advance

a) Since His announcements don’t make sense to us, we misunderstand them

b) Or we just ignore them and assume they refer to someone else long ago and far away

c) “God was talking to the Hittites or something—this has nothing to do with me!”

C. And right when you think you’ve got it all figured out, in walks God with a surprise that you should’ve expected all along

II. Rejoice greatly, daughter of Zion. Shout, daughter of Jerusalem! Hey, your king comes to you. He is righteous, endowed with salvation, humble, and riding on a donkey, even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

A. God presents to us a promise to rejoice over

1. He says we can rejoice and shout

2. “Jerusalem” and “Daughter of Zion” refer to God’s people

3. So we are told here that we, God’s people, have reason to rejoice

4. And that cause for rejoicing is the coming of our King!

B. When you think of a king, what images come to mind?

1. Lots of gold and jewels?

2. Someone who maybe thinks he’s better than everyone else?

3. Riding a warhorse or some kind of decorated transportation?

C. God shows us a king through the prophet Zechariah about 400 years before the fact

1. He’s not riding on a warhorse

2. He’s riding on a colt, the foal of a donkey

D. This is a humble King

1. A donkey signifies peace

2. This King came to conquer, but not a military victory

3. He came to conquer sin and death

E. He came peacefully

1. But at the same time, His victory was the most violent victory in history

2. But all the violence was done to Him, not to His enemies

3. Yet He ultimately conquered through His death, and that was the plan all along, since before Adam & Eve!

III. And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the horse from Jerusalem, and the bow of battle will be cut off, and he will speak peace to the nations [/gentiles], and His rule will be from sea to sea and from river to the ends of the earth.

A. Jesus came to bring peace

1. Not peace in the sense of no struggling

a) You do still live in this world

b) And as long as you do, you’ll always struggle

2. But you have peace knowing that He is with you in your struggles

a) He came and faced the ultimate struggle on your behalf

b) And He came through victorious for you

3. The peace Jesus gives is wholeness, being complete

a) If you are or have been blessed with a godly marriage, you may know what it’s like to have someone else make you feel complete

b) I know I for one am so blessed, and I hope those of you who are or have been married also experience that

c) If you do, or if you have, you’ve had a small taste of the peace that Jesus gives

d) The reason for that is that God created marriage to help us know His love for us by experiencing it through some He sent to us

e) So next time you think about your spouse, remember that it’s God’s love that you experience in a limited way through that person

f) Because God’s love doesn’t just make you feel complete—He makes you complete

(1) He showed you His love through your Baptism, where He made you His forever

(2) He shows you His love through the Lord’s Supper, where He gives you His Body & Blood, given and shed for the forgiveness of your sins

(3) And He shows you His love through His Word, full of promises of love, and able to give and strengthen faith to eternal life

B. And His kingdom is eternal

1. You’ve heard, “All good things must come to an end.”

2. As is so often the case, God is the exception to that rule

3. When God blesses, His blessings are eternal

4. Even the things of this world will only be taken when God has a replacement that’s even better

5. You may not see it that way, but you can be sure that God is always giving you only the best for you

IV. But as for you, because of the blood of your covenant, I have released your prisoners from the pit in which is no water.

A. All this peace, all this rescue is only a reality because of the blood of Christ

1. You sin separated you from God

2. So that, because of your sinfulness, the wisdom of God seems like foolishness

3. And the foolishness of the world seems attractive

4. In the book, Out of the Silent Planet by C.S. Lewis, a fictional astronaut finds himself on the planet Venus

a) And as he looks into the untainted night sky of Venus, he sees earth

b) And as he looks at it, he realizes that, from his vantage point, it looks upside-down

5. That’s what sin does—it turns everything upside-down

a) Black is white and white is confusingly grey

b) Marriage can be defined any way you want

c) Human life isn’t as valuable as money or personal convenience

d) And just about anything is a higher priority than seeking and saving the lost

6. Yet the blood of Christ has turned that upside-down world back onto its feet

a) He has not only shown us the way

b) He is the way

c) He has saved us by shedding His blood on our behalf

d) It’s the ultimate reversal

(1) The worst possible event—the Son of God, the Lord of life, executed unjustly by His own creation

(2) Is for us the greatest, most important event in history

(3) And we rejoice in this horrific event

(4) That’s the wisdom of God

(5) And it’s on that horrific event that gives us hope, joy, and meaning

B. Because in the cross of Christ, we are saved from the pit

1. Saved from the pit of loneliness, because we are never alone

2. Saved from the pit of despair, because life in Christ has meaning and purpose—you’re not just a random mix of chemicals

3. And most of all, saved from the pit of the eternal fires of hell

V. Return to the fortress, prisoners of hope! Even today, I declare that I will restore double to you!

A. You see, when God punishes, He gives Christ what we deserve

B. But when God blesses, He gives blessing beyond measure

1. Even when we feel like prisoners in this world, we have hope

2. And it’s precisely through suffering that God blesses us

a) In suffering, we realize our need for God

b) In suffering, we understand what our Savior endured

c) And in the suffering and death of Christ, we find eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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