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He’s coming!

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Zechariah 9:9,10, NIV) Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the war-horses from Jerusalem, and the battle-bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: The coming of the king

A. Jesus enters Jerusalem

1. Not what people expected

2. Didn’t come in on a war horse

3. Came in on a donkey

a. Royal mount

b. Denotes a peaceful reign

B. “Yes, I’ve heard that & don’t expect a political Messiah”

1. We still look for a “warring” Messiah

a. Expect Jesus to come in & solve all our problems

b. Some expect to never be sad or hurt if they’re Christians

c. Some even say that sickness is due to lack of faith

2. He came as a peaceful leader

a. Not the world’s definition of peace

i. Peace _ Compromise

ii. Don’t back down on the truth

iii. Adultery is still wrong, whether you’re married or not

iv. Homosexuality is another kind of adultery

v. Abortion & physician-assisted suicide are still murder

vi. Murder is still wrong

b. Peace means wholeness

i. Each of us has a “God-shaped hole” in us

ii. Hole that only God can fill

iii. We’re incomplete without Him

c. Jesus brought wholeness

i. By His death on the cross, He restored us to God

ii. Sent the Holy Spirit to give us faith, the mortar that holds God in us

II. Righteous

A. If He were a conquering king, that’d be bad

1. What does a righteous perfect king have for sinners?

a. Same thing a lawful government has for criminals

b. Punishment

B. He spreads His righteousness around

1. Gives it to us

a. He gave up His righteousness for us

b. Took our punishment for us

c. Gave us His righteousness

d. Both in God’s eyes & reality

e. Purified us so we can resist sin

2. Gives us peace of mind

a. Don’t have to worry about living up to God’s standards because Jesus did for us

b. Able to serve Him in joy instead of fear

c. Thank-you instead of Please

III. Being delivered by God

A. Normally think of the king delivering others, not being delivered

1. Our King was delivered into the hands of sinners

2. Delivered to the Cross

B. Delivered from Death

1. Didn’t stay dead

2. Rose on Easter morning

3. Has promised to deliver us in turn

4. On the last day, He will raise us all

5. Deliver us from this world of war and pain

IV. Dominion everywhere

A. Time & Space

1. We will see more clearly His hand in History

2. We will understand His plan more fully

B. Not just over, but with us

1. This king didn’t enter a castle in Jerusalem

2. Was one of us

3. Still is

4. Will remain with us forever

5. In His presence, we can find peace. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: What are you going to do for Easter? Are you excited?

Message: People were excited that Jesus was coming. What did He do when He got there? He’s coming again. What will He do when He returns?

Lesson Summary

The Old Testament lesson is the prophecy of the Savior's entry into Jerusalem riding on a donkey, and is the most appropriate for use on this day, calling attention to the confidence we have in the Scriptures because their prophecies are faithfully fulfilled. The Epistle is the grounds for the doctrine of the states of humiliation and exaltation, and is appropriate this day as we see our Savior enter the depth of His humiliation in the Gospel lesson. 

Pre-service Lesson

3rd Commandment: 3 reasons for celebrating on a Sunday, but any day is good. Remember what God has done for You, and continue to receive His blessings through Word & Sacrament.
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