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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What does a king do? Who is the King of kings?

Message: How does Jesus, our King, care for us? †

The Coming of the King

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Zechariah 9:9, 10) Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the war-horses from Jerusalem, and the battle-bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. It’s spring, so that means summer is coming

B. And it’s Palm Sunday, so that means Easter is coming soon.

C. But today is also today, and that means Jesus is coming soon

1. We don’t know when He is coming

2. He was certainly unexpected when He came as a baby in Bethlehem

3. Even on the first Palm Sunday, they didn’t really understand His coming

4. And since He comes to you today and will come soon, you’ll want to be ready for that day

D. Zechariah, 500 years before Jesus’ coming, was preparing God’s people

1. He was describing Jesus’ coming so the people would recognize Him when He came

2. Well, they only recognized Him after the fact, really

3. So listen closely so you don’t make the same mistake and can recognize Him when He comes to you

II. First Coming

A. Rejoice greatly, daughter of Zion. Shout, daughter of Jerusalem!

1. The first verse of this text is fulfilled on Palm Sunday

2. But it is also fulfilled today

3. We are the daughter of Zion: the people whom God is present with

4. And we can rejoice

a) One thing you won’t usually hear in a Lutheran sermon is an emphasis on morality

(1) That is, no Christian sermon should have as a theme, “What you ought to do”

(2) Because when the Bible talks about what we ought to do, it’s in the greater context of God’s forgiveness

(3) Because we don’t do what we ought to

b) Instead, Christian sermons, and all the teachings of the church, need to focus on God’s hand in our lives

(1) Because if you want to be happy, the first thing you need to recognize is that all the positive thinking in the world is not going to save you from hell

(2) But when you recognize and believe that God loves you and has given you a new life through your Baptism, it’s suddenly not about what you do

(3) It’s about what God has done and continually does for you

c) And that, daughter of Zion, is reason to rejoice

(1) Regardless what decisions you make, right or wrong, God still loves you

(2) No matter what mess you get yourself into, God will still save you from it

(3) And when you go against God’s commands and find yourself stuck in sin, God won’t say, “I told you so!”

(4) He forgives and saves

B. Hey, your king comes to you.

1. First of all, Jesus, your king, comes to you in many different ways

a) He came to His people in the Old Testament in the form of a pillar of cloud and a pillar of fire during the Exodus

b) He came to them in the Holy of Holies in the tabernacle and the temple on Mt. Zion in Jerusalem (See where “Daughter of Zion” comes from? Zion is where God is with His people!)

c) He came in the flesh to live among us, to feel our pain and carry the weight of our sin to the cross

d) He comes to us through our Baptism

(1) It’s no coincidence that His command to Baptize in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit was accompanied by the words, “I am with you always.”

(2) Because when you were Baptized, you became a member of God’s family,

(3) You became a member of the Body of Christ, a part of Him

(4) And He will be with you always, no matter what,

(5) And not as a bystander—He helps you and especially preserves you in saving faith, your greatest need

e) And He comes to you in the Lord’s Supper

(1) As the Body of Christ, we celebrate our unity of faith as we confess with one voice the teachings of the Holy Scriptures

(2) And we celebrate His coming to us as He gives us His actual Body & Blood in the bread and wine

f) In God’s Word and Sacraments, Jesus is as much with you as if the statue behind me were really Him

(1) That may seem strange or impossible

(2) But it’s the truth

(3) Remember, Jesus is the Word of God

(4) And with God, all things are possible

(5) So no matter what happens in your life, your King comes to you and is with you to help you through it

C. He is righteous, endowed with salvation, humble, and riding on a donkey, even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

1. “Endowed with salvation” here actually refers to Him being saved

a) He Who is beaten and bruised

b) He Who wears a crown of thorns

c) He who looks to the Father and is forsaken

d) Yet He who, in His last breath, says, “Father, into Your hands I commit My Spirit.”

e) The Father recognizes the obedience of His Son and saves His from death at the resurrection

f) Just as He recognizes the obedience of the same Son when He looks at you

(1) Not at your obedience,

(2) But at Jesus’ obedience in your place

g) And in the same way, He will raise you from death

2. The donkey is not a sign of humility—it’s a sign of Messianic fulfillment: David rode a donkey

a) That humble donkey is a sign of God’s promise kept

b) Jesus really is the promised Davidic King

c) And as is often the case with God, He shows up in an unexpected way

d) But such is God’s wisdom, that He appears in our lives according to His wisdom, not according to our expectations

III. Coming Again

A. And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the horse from Jerusalem, and the bow of battle will be cut off, and he will speak peace to the nations [/gentiles],

1. We have here a shift to Jesus’ final coming on the last day

2. As much as we would like unity in this world, we shouldn’t count on it until that day

a) The reality is that we live in a sinful world

b) And as long as people are sinners, we will have division

c) Ephraim and Jerusalem, representing the divided Kingdom of Israel, will continue to be divided

d) And God’s church will continue to be divided until that day

(1) That’s not a good thing

(2) But we can’t change it by watering down our teachings or compromising the Word of God

(3) Because if you replace the Word of God with the world’s wisdom, you will no longer have the presence of Christ

3. But God does promise that we will one day be united—the last day

a) And He calls us to persevere until that day

b) That will be the day when wars will end, and we will live in peace forever

c) So no matter what broken relationships you have now, all will be united in the New Creation,

d) And on that day, the brokenness of this world will no longer matter

B. and His rule will be from sea to sea and from river to the ends of the earth.

1. God’s salvation is for all people

2. He is with you today, no matter who you are,

3. And He will take you to be with Him for Jesus’ sake and in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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