Rev. Dale Critchley: November 19, 2003

Children’s Sermon

Object: Today’s lesson says we can rejoice! What does “rejoice” mean? What reasons do we have to rejoice?

Message: We can rejoice that God loves us and sent Jesus to give us eternal life by dying on the cross.

Gaudate

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Zephaniah 3:14-18) Sing, O Daughter of Zion; shout aloud, O Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, O Daughter of Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away your punishment, he has turned back your enemy. The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you; never again will you fear any harm. On that day they will say to Jerusalem, “Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands hang limp. The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing.” “The sorrows for the appointed feasts I will remove from you; they are a burden and a reproach to you.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Traditionally, the 3rd Sunday in Advent is called “Gaudate” Sunday

1. The word means “Rejoice”

2. It’s the reason our 3rd Advent candle is pink: color of joy

3. Comes from the first word in the traditional introit for today

B. The prophet Zephaniah tells us to rejoice as well

1. And in this season that is often more reason for stress than rejoicing

2. Zephaniah gives us a reason to be glad

II. Sing for joy, daughter of Zion! Shout, Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, daughter of Jerusalem!

A. Why be glad? Because you are the daughter of Zion! (Yes, men, too)

1. Zion is the hill in Jerusalem where the temple rested

2. And in the Old Testament temple, God was present

3. His presence there was much like His presence in the means of grace: His Word, the Lord’s Supper or Baptism

B. And He is present with you, too

1. He came to be present with you in the flesh: Jesus Christ: Immanuel (God with us)

2. He is present every time you hear His Word

3. He is present with you always through your rebirth in Holy Baptism

4. And He is present with you in the bread and wine through His Body and Blood

C. But why does Zephaniah use 4 different terms for “rejoice”? What’s the big deal?

1. The big deal, the reason for rejoicing is that God is not just with you; He’s for you

2. He is with you to forgive your sin

3. He is with you to rescue you from the messes you get yourself into

4. He is with you to strengthen and preserve you in the one true faith to eternal life!

III. Yahweh has taken away His judgments of you. He has turned away your enemy. The King of Israel, Yahweh, is in your midst; you will not fear evil any longer.

A. What great news!

B. It’s something you hear often, so it’s easy to take for granted

C. But familiarity with God’s story of salvation need not breed contempt

D. Imagine what it must be like to hear it the first time!

A missionary in India came to a beach. A woman was walking away from the beach, weeping bitterly. He asked her why she was crying, and she told him that she had just drowned her only son as a sacrifice to the gods in hopes that her sacrifice would be enough to pay for her sins. The missionary told her about Jesus and His sacrifice for us. The woman said, “My sins are already forgiven? Why couldn’t you have come earlier?!”

E. We take the story for granted, but it is “Good news of great joy for all people”

F. Even though you are a sinner, God has removed judgment from you

1. God is on your side

2. You need not fear him

3. Even though your sin is repugnant to Him

4. He has already punished your sin in Jesus, so He remembers your sin no more

IV. In that day, it will be said to Jerusalem, "Do not fear, Zion; don't let your hands be limp."

A. Do you ever find yourself in a situation where you are completely helpless?

1. Your life is falling apart around you

2. Everything is spiraling out of your control

3. And you can do absolutely nothing

B. When you find yourself there, then God has brought you half-way to wisdom

1. The rest is recognizing that you never had control

2. But when you realize that a loving God Who is able to fulfil all your needs is in control, is that so bad?

3. Trying to control your life instead of letting God handle it is like getting on a 747 and not trusting the pilot, insisting on flying the plane yourself

4. Leave it to the expert!

C. So since God is for you, leading you, guiding you, don’t worry about weakness

1. You’ve heard “God will not give you more than you can handle”

2. That passage actually refers to temptation

3. Rather, God will never give you more than He can handle for you

4. Because you are weak

5. But He is strong

V. Yahweh your God is in your midst, a mighty Savior. He will rejoice over you with gladness. He will rest in His love. He will be glad in you with singing.

A. Now here is a reason for rejoicing

B. God, your Savior, is in your midst—rejoicing

1. Everything God has ever done with His creation has been to your benefit

2. He settles with His love, leaves it at that

3. There’s nothing more powerful than God’s love.

4. And He uses His love for you

5. His grace is sufficient for you—His power is made perfect in your weakness

VI. Those who grieve about the appointed feasts I will gather. The reproach is a burden on her.

A. Zephaniah was speaking to the Jews in captivity

1. While in captivity, they couldn’t celebrate their festivals

2. And they couldn’t go to the temple to get their sins forgiven

3. And He says that He will gather those people to Him

B. He is speaking to you as well

1. Those who are looked down on for keeping Christ in an increasingly godless Christmas

2. Those who, as they look around cry out to God for help

C. To you, He has a message

1. Rejoice! Be glad! Sing for joy! Gaudate!

2. He has taken away judgment from you

3. And He has given you salvation in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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