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Thanksgiving

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Luke 17:11-19) Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance and called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed. One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him--and he was a Samaritan. Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well.”
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. In the movie “The Incredibles,” the main character, a superhero called “Mr. Incredible” saves a man falling from a building

1. Mr. Incredible was subsequently sued by the man, who didn’t want to be saved because he was trying to commit suicide

2. An ensuing series of lawsuits puts the heroes out of business

3. Even though the heroes saved people in their spare time without getting paid for it, the people didn’t appreciate being saved

B. Jesus, Who is infinitely more powerful and helpful, experienced even greater ingratitude

1. He healed people of incurable diseases

2. He even saved the world from hell

3. And in gratitude, He was crucified, and even though much of our society is based on His teachings, He and his followers are daily vilified

4. It seems that we excel at ingratitude

II. And it happened while He was going to Jerusalem, that He was passing between Samaria & Galilee.

A. Samaria, home of the Samaritans and Galilee of the Gentiles—not a place your average Jew would like to go

B. And still Jesus went there—He had chosen to go this way because He had work to do among the Samaritans and Gentiles

C. Because Jesus came for all people, even you

III. And as He entered a certain village, ten leprous men who stood far away met Him;

A. Leprosy is a horrible, still incurable disease

1. And by Law, people with leprosy were quarantined outside of cities

2. They were cut off from the cities, family, and friends

3. And most importantly, they were cut off from the temple, where people went to get their sins forgiven

B. But even worse, and also incurable by human means, is the plague of sin

1. Jesus recognized this condition in these men, as He does in all men

2. He recognizes this condition in you as well

3. And just as He came to heal these leprous men

4. He came to heal you of your greatest need

IV. And they raised their voices to Him, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.”

A. Their immediate desire was physical healing

B. And like these lepers, we tend not to look past the ends of our noses for our needs

1. Because what they and we really need more than anything is spiritual healing

2. We need to be cured of sin
3. And while God certainly blesses us with plenty of physical blessings

4. His greatest gift is Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins

V. And seeing [them], He said to them, “Go show yourselves to the priests,” and it happened in their going [that] they were cleansed.

A. Notice that Jesus didn’t do anything visible to change their health

B. He simply spoke

1. But God does His most amazing acts by His Word

2. He spoke all creation into existence

3. He gave you faith and eternal life through His Word

4. And so He healed the 10 lepers by His Word

5. And this should be no surprise, since Jesus is the Word of God in flesh

VI. But one out of them, seeing that he had been healed, returned, with a loud voice glorifying God.

A. This is the response of faith

B. We are already saved

C. But we do good to thank God for His favor, not to earn His favor

D. And given that He saved us from an eternity of suffering in hell,

E. We can be sure that, even with all eternity to thank Him,

F. We can never thank Him enough

VII. And he fell on his face at His feet thanking Him, and he was a Samaritan. But Jesus answered and said, “Weren’t there ten cleansed? But where are the nine?”

A. This is so often the case

1. Those who become Christians as adults tend to be anxious to share this good news with others

2. If you were Baptized as a baby and raised in the church

a) You take your forgiveness for granted

b) You don’t make an effort to tell others like you should

c) You don’t love your neighbors enough to invite them to church with you

VIII.  “Was no one found who turned back to give glory to God except this foreigner?”

A. Why is it that God’s own people so often take Him for granted?

B. He gave up His only Son for you, and you get bored with the story

C. He gave you His personal message in the Bible, and you have to force yourself to read it, if you read it at all

IX. And He said to him, “Rising, go. Your faith has saved you.”

A. It wasn’t his thankfulness that saved the Samaritan—the others were healed as well

B. Rather, it was faith that saved him

1. Faith that Jesus truly can and does bring healing

2. And faith that Jesus saves even the outsider, the guilty, the thankless

C. Because it’s the blood of Christ that has saved us

1. Even though we don’t appreciate it

2. Even though we don’t deserve it

3. Jesus Christ died for sinners, for Samaritans, for me and for you

4. He faced the full wrath of God for the sin of the world

5. And He did so to restore you to God and give you eternal life

6. Thank God He did in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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